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Thermodynamic equilibrium in Co-Ni-Fe-Mn
complexation—precipitation system

MA Li-wen, NIE Zuo-ren, XI Xiao-li, HAN Xin-gang

(College of Material Science and Engineering, Beijing University of Technology, Beijing 100124, China)

Abstract: Based on mass balance principle and simultaneous equilibrium principle, the metal element Me (Co, Ni, Fe,
Mn), complexing agent of OH and NH;, and precipitant of OH, S* and CO;* were chosen to form the
complexation—precipitation systems of Me-OH , Me-OH -CO5>", Me-OH -S?", Me-OH -NH; and Me-OH -NH;-CO5>".
The thermodynamic equilibriums of these systems were studied. The results show that Fe*' in systems of Me-OH and
Me-OH -NH; can be separated by precipitation through adjusting the pH value to 3. However, Co, Ni and Mn can be
separated only in Me-OH -NH;-CO5> system. The theoretical calculations show that the behavior of Co, Ni and Mn in
Me-OH -NH;-CO+* system is affected by pH value, complexing agent concentration and precipitant concentration. The
increase of the total concentration of carbonate [C] is in favor of the precipitation of Ni, Co and Mn, but the increase of
the total ammonia concentration [N] has the opposite effect. When [C]=1 mol/L, [N]=2 mol/L and pH value of 9-10,
most Niis complexed in the solution in the form of senior ammonia complexes [Ni(NH3)42+] and [Ni(NH3)52+],
[Ni(NH;)¢*'], while Co and Mn precipitate in MnCO; and CoCO;. Finally, Co can be separated with Mn from the
solution in Me-OH -S?  system when pH<6. The results provide a theoretical guidance for cobalt and nickel recovery
from secondary resources and the preparation of cobalt and nickel products.
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[Fe*'] {1+K g Ky 1 0P+

KK 107 4K 5K, 1071 (12)

B A7 2R (1)~(12) AT AAS B B 4% 4 8 257 Rk



518 op A R A R 2013 4F2 A
R REVEERRID S k2 5N f P
Table 1 Reactions and equilibrium constants in complex-precipitation system''”
Number Reaction lg K Number Reaction lg K
1 H,O=H+OH"~ lg K,~—14 32 Ni*+3NH;=Ni(NH;);*" lg Kon3=6.77
2 H,CO;=H'+HCO;" lg Koo =6.352 33 Ni**+4NH;=Ni(NH;)* lg Kns=7.96
3 HCO; =H'+CO;*~ lg Kop=—10.329 34 Ni*'+5NH;=Ni(NH;)s>" lg Kn5=8.71
4 H,S=H"+HS~ lg Koy =—6.97 35 Ni*+6NH;=Ni(NH;)s>" lg Kn6=8.74
5 HS =H'+S*" lg Kyi=—12.90 36 Co*'+NH,;=Co(NH;)*" lg Kony=2.11
6 NH;+H™=NH," lg K,,=9.246 37 Co*"+2NH;=Co(NH;),*" lg Koyp=3.74
7 Ni*+OH =Ni(OH)" Ig Kyni=4.97 38 Co*+3NH;=Co(NH;);>" lg K 3=4.79
8 Ni*+20H =Ni(OH),’ lg Kyno=8.55 39 Co* +4NH;=Co(NH;),*" lg K ns=5.55
9 Ni**+30H =Ni(OH) 5~ lg Kuns=11.33 40 Co*+5NH;=Co(NH;)s*" Ig Kens=5.73
10 2Ni*'+OH =Niy(OH)*" lg Kons=3.3 41 Co*'+6NH;=Co(NH;)s*" lg Kong=5.11
11 4Ni**+40H =Ni (OH),* lg K,ns=28.3 42 Mn**+NH;=Mn(NH;)" lg Kp=0.8
12 Co*+OH =Co(OH)" lg K.ni=3.3 43 Mn?*+2NH;=Mn(NH;),> lg Kpno=1.3
13 Co*+20H =Co(OH)," lg Kpp=9.2 44 Mn?*+3NH;=Mn(NH;);** 1g Kypn3=1.70
14 Co*+30H™ =Co(OH);~ lg K.n3=10.5 45 Mn?*+4NH;=Mn(NH;);** 1g Kyns=1.30
15 Co*+40H =Co(OH)4*~ lg K.ns=10.2 46 Fe*+NH;=Fe(NH;)** lg Kpni= 1.4
16 2C0*" +OH =Co,(OH)*" lg Kps=2.7 47 Fe*+2NHy=Fe(NH;),>" 1g Kpno=2.2
17 4Co**+40H =Co,(OH),*" lg Kn=25.6 48 Fe*+4NHy=Fe(NH;)*" 1g Kpns= 3.74
18 Mn**+OH =Mn(OH)" lg Koy =3.9 49 Ni(OH),(s)=Ni*"+20H" lg Kpnn="15.26
19 Mn**+30H =Mn(OH); " lg Kops=8.3 50 Co(OH),(s)=Co*"+20H" lg Koper="14.23
20 Mn*'+40H =Mn(OH)*~ lg Kopns=7.7 51 Mn(OH),(s)=Mn?"+20H lg Kopmn=—12.72
21 2Mn**+OH =Mn,(OH)** lg Kopps=3.4 52 Fe(OH),(s)=Fe*+20H" lg Koprn="16.31
22 2Mn**+30H =Mn,(OH);" lg Kone=17.1 53 Fe(OH);(s)=Fe*"+30H" lg Keprsn= —38.55
23 Fe*'+OH =Fe(OH)" 1g Kpni= 5.56 54 NiCO;(s)=Ni*+CO5*" lg Kopne=6.85
24 Fe*'+20H =Fe(OH),’ lg Kono=9.77 55 CoCO;5(s)=Co*" +CO5>~ lg Kopee=—12.84
25 Fe*+30H =Fe(OH); lg Kpny=9.67 56 MnCO;(s)=Mn*+CO;*~ lg Kopme=—10.63
26 Fe*+40H =Fe(OH),> 1g Kpns= 8.58 57 FeCO5(s)=Fe*+CO;*~ lg Kproe= —10.50
27 Fe*'+OH =Fe(OH)* lg K= 11.87 58 NiS(s)=Ni*"+8?~ lg Kopns= —25.70
28 Fe*+20H =Fe(OH)," lg Kpno=21.17 59 CoS(s)=Co*+S8*~ lg Kopes= —25.52
29 Fe*+30H =Fe(OH),’ lg Kpny= 29.67 60 MnS(s)=Mn**+8* lg Kopms= —12.60
30 Ni**+NH;=Ni(NH;)*" Ig Kpni=2.8 61 FeS(s)=Fe**+8* lg Kppo= —17.2
31 Ni*+2NH;=Ni(NH;),> 1g Kyno=5.04 62 Fe,S;(s)=2Fe*"+38% lg Kopzs= —88.00

Note: Data from Ref. [17]
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[Ni*']=min {Kpne/[CO5" 15 Kep/(Ky" 1071} (14)
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BT AR JL0E NiT co™, 7
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1.4 Me-OH -NH; {K & Ig[Me]—pH

7t Me-OH A&, OH RS2V A SRR A7,
{0 OH A& EHASS, S8R & 45 U mA
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WKL (27)~(31):
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[NH;3] K1 H[NH3* Koo H[NH; 1P K st

[NH;3]*Kongt [NH; ] KnsH[NH3 1 Kone) 27)
[Co]=[Co” ]+[Co(OH) " +[Co(OH), ]+[Co(OH); ]+

[Co(OH),* T+[Cox(OH)* " +[Cos(OH), " T+

[Co(NH;)* +[Co(NH;),> [+[Co(NH;);* 1+

[Co(NH;),* [+[Co(NH;)s> T+[Co(NH3),> 1=

[Co™ (1 +K 1 Koy 10PH+K 1, K, 2107+

KoK 10777 4+K K 10 42[Co™ K s K 1 0P+

4[Co* PKenKw 10+ [NH; 1Ko +H[NH; [ Kenr+

[NH;3 ]’ Keny[NH;]* K eng+ [NH; I Kns+[NH3]°Ken)

(28)

[Mn]=[Mn*]+[Mn(OH) ]+[Mn(OH); ]+[Mn(OH),* ]+

[Mny(OH)* +[Mn,(OH); T+H[Mn(NH;)* ]+

[Mn(NH;),” T+[Mn(NH3)s” T+[Mn(NH;)4* ]=

[Mn> (14K 1 Koy 1 0P 4K s K 10°PH4

KonaKw 10PH42[Mn* K s Koy 1 0P+

2[Mn* 1K 6Ky 10°PH+[NH;3 1K o1 +

[NH3*K o H[INH3 ] K3 H[NH3 1 K g (29)
[Fe( I )]=[Fe* +[Fe(OH) J+[Fe(OH),"[+[Fe(OH); ]+

[Fe(OH),* J+[Fe(NH;)* T+[Fe(NHs),* T+

[Fe(NH;)s* J=[Fe*"|(1+Kpn Ky 1 0P+

KonKy 1074 KK 104Ky K, 107+

[NH;3]K o1 H[NH; Koo H{NH; 'K ps) (30)
[Fe(I)]=[Fe’ |+[Fe(OH)*' [+[Fe(OH), 1+
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KinKy 104K 5K, 10°PH) (31)
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([CI=1 mol/L, [N]=1 mol/L)

Mn 73 B H R K
1.5.2 Ig[Me]—pH—C

HF Me-OH -NH;-CO;> A & Hr i 7RI 75 711
BZ, AW, SRR SRR 6 )E
BRSBTS
A S R B BT 455 %5 18 o B 6 BT N [N]=1 mol/L i
Me-OH -NH;-CO;* 1A % (1] 1g[Me]—pH—C {17 & . A
6 FILAEH, 4 pH fH—ER, RA[CIHIK, Ni
WRIEFEAAAS, 1] Cov Mn IRIEEMIR/N; H[C1=1
mol/L i}, Co. Mn [FIREWIEANA, H[C]—E W,
PH X #4251 MR M s K, KB pH A
8~12 I Ni Wk Bl S Cov Mn MR FEIL 2Ii%

1g{[Ni]/(mol-L™")}

10
T._] 5
S
£ o}
=
2 |
L0
-10 L y
0 &
pH \C\\@
6 Me-OH -NH;-CO:* 1 & 1g[Me]l—pH—C Hiiffi ([N]=1
mol/L)
Fig. 6 Ig[Me]—pH—C surfaces in Me-OH -NH;-CO;>~

system ([N]=1 mol/L)



522 A G A R

201342 H

fitfE, Ni 5 Co. Mn HLATEKI B
1.53 lg[Me]—pH—N [

[ I 25 1% pH R[N AR50 4 251 B R BE IV 52
Wi, 733][C]=1 mol/L W Me-OH -NH;-COs* 1k &[]
lg[Me]—pH—N i EI(WLE 7). B 7 FTLLE H, 24
pH 1€, B [NJH <5 2k BT 19 K
#a, [N]=2 mol/L I, 4J8& FIkEREAANL., Y
[N]—& W}, pH {HX %48 & SR FE R,
2 pH {4 8~12 I, Ni 5 Co. Mn 7 BHEa# K.
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O S BEINI AR AR G X NI, EN]AER
MRS BLT s ol K R A AR 1) pH (E Y R AR 5

(@) e

lg{[Ni]/(mol-L™")}

lg{[Co]/(mol-L1)}

lg{[Mn]/(mol-L™")}

5 oH 10 150 \ﬂ\lkﬁ‘o\.‘:\)
7 Me-OH -NH;-COy> £ % Ig[Mel—pH—N Hlijfi ([C]=1
mol/L)
Fig. 7 lgMe]—pH—N surfaces in Me-OH -NH;-CO:*

system ([C]=1 mol/L)

pH {1 9~10 45 % 8~12; Co Al Mn 15 Ni [y RAE 21,
R FEMR IR o
1.54 a—pHHK

Me-OH -NH;-CO;* A & H Niv Co. Mn 7E#H
FHEUFESES . RS ES TR SE ST
3 FIIRZSAFAE AR 2 (32)~(46) il vl 23 HilTH &L [C]=1
mol/L. [N]=1 mol/L A48 & TR 79K a—
pH K, Wil 8 Fior. I 8(a) TG H, ZEANIH] pH (i
i, NP DAARFRTERAAAE, pH<6 B, Wilh 52
Wi Ni**s 24 pH {HN 8~12 I, WP o3 Nit*
RREAET, FEESAEEAE T, HILTEH N
PR ABL B T [NI(NHs),™ ]+ [Ni(NH3)s™ ]+ [Ni(NH3)g o
BN Co™ 5 Ni*  BAT A (K 8(b)), pH<7
i, R BRI Co™s X pH{E N 9~11 I, &
W LE Co” MR BT, FELU[Co(NH;):™ ],
[Co(NH3),*']v [Co(NH3)s*] 3 R &ML & B 14 1.
ST I M i S (B 8(c)), AT ILRL A RE I
A Ni* I Co™ A A5, Y7 85 Mn® HUE £ 85 7 7r 3%
A pH EEFNEAAAE, FRE S PP HIE pH A
O~11 fRFEFE Y,  H MRS Z B A 25 1 [Mn(NH; ) ]
[MH(NH3)22+] N [MH(NH3)32+]j"7 T

omo=[Ni*"J/[Ni] (32)
oan=[Ni(OH);> '/ [Ni]=[Ni*" KiK' 107/ [Ni]
(=1, 2, 3) (33)

Oans=[Nio(OH)* " J/[Ni]=[Ni*]-2[Ni* | KnaK o 10PH/[Ni]
(34)

Oans=[Nig(OH),* 1/ [Ni]=[Ni* - 4[Ni* P Kons Ky 10*PH/[Ni]
(35)

Gan=[Ni(NHs);* /[NiJ=[Ni*"J[NH;] K,/ [Ni]

(=1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6) (36)
oe=[Co”}/[Co] (37
oen=[Co(OH);* ")/[Col=[C0*IK K., 10™"/[Co]

(=1, 2, 3, 4) (38)
oens=[Cox(OH)*J/[Co]=[C0*']-2[C0* K upsK 10°/[Co]
39)
oens=[Cos(OH),*'J/[Co]=[C0* ']
4[Co™ P KoK 10*H/[Co] (40)
en=[Co(NHs);* /[Co]=[Co” ] [NH;] Keni/[Co]
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i =[Mn(OH);? ™}/ [Mn]=[Mn” KiK., 107"/[Mn]
(=1, 3, 4) (43)

tamns=[Mno(OH)* 1/ [Mn]=[Mn®]-2[Mn*']K;usK 10/
[Mn] (44)

tmne=[Mny(OH); )/ [Mn]=[Mn”]-2[Mn* K 6K, 107"/

[Mn] (45)

= [Mn(NH3) Y [Mn}=[Mn* INH; ] Ko/ [Mn]
(i=1, 2, 3, 4) (46)
Lof®L.

B8 B apH K
Fig. 8 a—pH diagrams of Ni (a), Co (b) and Mn (c)
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£ Me-OH -NH;-CO5* #A &1, #ET Niv Co. Mn
Az A A IR #5032 S5 N (R ) 245, AT LA
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SRR FE ] o 0 D 463 e 25 2R O SR A R T
FRYTVE SOV IR 5 A B B REAR A =X (47)~(52) T 7
MRAA RS, WU RN AG TR, RIZA
PEFDUEAERRATAT; AG KFEEETE, WIRWTE
AR

AGu=RTInK 4y, —RTIn([Ni*"][OH T*) (47)
AG4=RTInK i~ RTIn([Co”][OH T%) (48)
AGuy=RTInK py—RTIn([Mn*'J[OH 1% (49)
AGo=RTInK .~ RTIn([Ni*][CO5” 1) (50)
AG.=RTInK y,c.—RTIn([Co* ][CO5> ]) (51)
AGu=RTINK e~ R TIn([Mn*'][CO5* ) (52)

i B 4 4x J B 1k B2 40 0.1 mol/L, [Cl=
1 mol/L, [N]=2 mol/L, 14 Me-OH -NH;-CO5* 4 %
1 Ni. Co. Mn PR ERPTHE SN AN A TIE [V
1 AG, 133)E 9,

M 9 TTLAE Y, 4 Me-OH -NH;-COs* 1A &1,
B NiCO; Fil Ni(OH), 1) 5. 1 35 A1 i A Hi e 43 e
pH>9 F1 8<pH<I11 I KFF, BLHIILAME T Ni*H
Be A B P AN D 0EE,  H pH=10 I, NiZ' e A%
SUTE. AT Co™ii=s, pH>2.5 I, A CoCOs K
SN T B RE/N T2 pH>10 B, 22/ Co(OH),
SN AT A HAE DN T2 ULAX A pH (S
BN, Co" &S ERMUE. »T Mn®'fiE, pH>3.5
i, 2B MnCO; YLE; pH>8 ), L% Mn(OH), i/t
TE. B9 EH], pH=10 I, FHig bR AREH Nt
TREEERZ T, 700 Mn® Rl Co™', Hytie e
L MnCO; F1 CoCO5 A o

2.2 AG—pH—C [

KA 1g[Me]—pH K, Zra25 BUTHE A Bl G 7
I P 4 R B PR R U IR N AN A DT TE BT
AG 50, 15%][Me]=0.1 mol/L. [N]=2 mol/L. [C]
 0~2 mol/L i =4k AG—pH—C KL 10). NIA
10(a) T LA, pH X Ni SOUE Y (56 m B e 78
[C] MMM, Mz pH AR, Ni(OH), A5k
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804 AG,(NiCO;) Wi MHIF[CIZAT T, Bt pH MEIIHE I, Co(OH),
= 601
S
E
) 40+ .
S o
< 20F S
E
0 )
_20 1 1 1 1 1 1 ' <
0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14
pH
100
b -~
80'( ) " — AGy(Co(OH),) &
e—A GCC(COCO3)
601
T aof
g
— 20\
=t
S o0 —yenn
<
20} ' 2
" :
—60 | 1 1 Il | 1 é
0 2 4 10 12 14 S
pH -
120
*— AG(Mn(OH),)
! — AGp(MnCOs3)
80
E
~ 409
=
S
<
0
~40} \\>4 £
0 4 8 10 12 14 g
pH =
9 Me-OH -NH;-CO;™ 14 B R £h T S BRI A A ) S
VLE R V) AG—pH HIZE([C]=1 mol/L, [N]J=2 mol/L) =
Fig. 9 AG—pH curves of carbonates and hydroxides in

Me-OH -NH;-CO+* system ([C]=1 mol/L, [N]=2 mol/L)

KV AG SEHEKJEIRN, NIiCOs AE U NI AG A
Wit K £ pH=10 I, Ni(OH), fll NiCO; A& s Wi f)
AG IE R K IFAE, YOERNARAE . [CIH Ni JLTE R
NS A AN E : E pH {HAHIMISAE T, Bl
[CIf3E I, Ni(OH), A1 % M. AG 3255 K, NiCO;
AR N AG BRI s 24[C] =1 mol/L I, Ni(OH),
FINICO; LR NI AG FEAAAS, HOIFE(E, Nif

10 Me-OH -NH;-COs* #k RYLHE R M) AG—pH—[C]

HT([N]=2 mol/L)
Fig. 10 AG—pH—
Me-OH -NH;-CO-*
NiCOs; (b) Co(OH),, CoCOs; (¢) Mn(OH),, MnCO;3

[C] surfaces of precipitation reactions in

system ([N]J=2 mol/L): (a) Ni(OH),,
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B AL P APITIE -

M 11(b) P LA i, pH AEXS Co PLHE [ WY I 521
R AEINAH R4 2E T, B pHAE I3 0, Co(OH),
AR NI AG AR BERNER, CoCOs LR NI
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F: 1E pH EAHFIAAE T, BEF& NI, Co(OH),
1 CoCO; A= 1 S M) AG 439k /)N s 24[N]<<2 mol/L K,
Co(OH), Fl CoCO; A NI AG ¥4k 414i, Co fef
FEAIUTVE «

B 11(c)rT LB H, pH {EXT Mn YURE R N5
W K: FE[NIAHIEII 44T, BEE pH (E S,
Mn(OH), 4 i N IK) AG #8/]y, MnCOs AE S B ) AG
BOK, pH>8 I}, —# AG ¥, Mn gl 78000
V€. [NJO Mn JUE ROV IFBERA B34 76 pH {EAHH
AT, BEEN]I/DN, Mn(OH), fIl MnCO; 2E Bk
SV AG B0, Mn BB S U

e BL_E 2B ] s, 3 5k R R [CT S [N AT pH AR,
A ARSI B Niv Co. Mn A[FPIRZS, Hrhy[c)=
1 mol/L. [N]=2 mol/L. pH=10 I &% 767> {4 B4 Ni £E

AG/(kJ*mol™)

AG/(kJ-mol™)

AG/(kJ*mol™)

12

11 Me-OH -NH3-CO;* #R R YT W ] AG—pH—N i
[Hi([C]=1 mol/L)

Fig. 11 AG—pH—N surfaces of precipitation reactions in
Me-OH -NH;-CO:* system ([C]=] mol/L): (a) Ni(OH),,
NiCOs3; (b) Co(OH),, CoCOs; (¢) Mn(OH),, MnCO;



526 A G A R

201342 H

WP MPIGE Cov Mn, JEE L. MnCO;. CoCO;
HhE. Co M Mn 1545 B5v KH Me-OH -S* & &
W5 pH<6 LAYLTE Coo MKHn RN G —UTiE 73 A A,
AT LA R 40 B Co Niv Fe. Mn [I#125 LEFAE,
WE 12 frows. s 2 G-UER R,
ANMAZR IR 23 B RE FEFN 73 B R0 1) B i e vy PR AR
HEAT TRONAN R 45, AT A B B — R R IR LR A RIS R
il E L i, R RS R YR T .

Co, Ni, Fe, Mn solution

!

Separation of Fe in Me-OH™ or Me-OH™-NH; system

CO, Ni, Mn solution

!

Separation of Ni in Me-OH-NH;-CO,*” system

!

Co, Mn precipitate

{

Acid dissolution, precipitation of Co in Me-OH™-S?” system

CoS precipitate

12 FA-JHER R B SRR
Fig. 12 Metal separation flow for complexation-precipitation

system

3 Zig

b=}

1) L Me A Co. Ni. Fe. Mn 44:J@IC%, OH .
NH; N 47, OH . S\ COs™ Nylig#l,
Me-OH . Me-OH -CO;”* . Me-OH -S>, Me-OH -NH;.
Me-OH -NH;-CO;> 25 Z AL A5 — UL i A &R (K3 221
MR Ry, 2] 1g[Me]l—pH HiZk, KBL Fe' ml LA
Me-OH « Me-OH -NH; & & g i i 5 pH=3 Filseit
JESY B, Ni*'H] Me-OH -NH;-CO;* A& 15 Co. Mn
B, Mn® Al £E Me-OH -S* 1A & il L i 45 pH<6 M
WS Co 40 .

2) Co. Ni. Mn 7£ Me-OH -NH;-COs* 1A & H111(
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