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Sulfur/iron oxidation activity of three typical bioleaching bacteria and
sulfur speciation in bioleaching of chalcopyrite
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Abstract: The sulfur/iron oxidation activities of three typical mesosphilic bioleaching bacteria, such as Acidithiobacillus
ferrooxidans, Leptospirillum ferriphilum and Acidithiobacillus thiooxidans, were studied and their mixture in bioleaching
of chalcopyrite were compared. Meanwhile, the relevant sulfur speciation on the surface of chalcopyrite leached by
pure/mixed bacteria was investigated by X-ray diffractometry (XRD) and X ray absorption near-edge structure (XANES).
The results show that the dissolution rate of chalcopyrite is higher when the redox potential is less than 400 mV (vs SCE),
and above that potential, the dissolution rate of chalcopyrite apparently decreases, the mixed culture has a higher
sulfur/ion oxidation activity than that of the pure cultures of bacteria. The fitted results of XANES spectra indicate that
the mixed culture promotes the formation of chalcocite and obviously restrain the passivation layer (sulfur and jarosite).
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S, IXEerpE] YN i, AT RO
FEMHEAT o ZHU 25 CTR IR & i g IR 141 H S
I, R IR TR A R R Bt AU TG Pk A 2 R — T
wehist i, H XANES S50k, i i
] B S AR AT

TES 2RISR PR AR R, B B 2
WE i il 1 B/ AN Bk AR U Al B, L ferriphilum
A. thiooxidans . A. ferrooxidans 437 &30 ] SL 4R
. SCHIPPERS #1l SAND'L) & SASAKI %P JF 50 &
W, A. thiooxidans WIAELERENEHE A. ferrooxidans %84k,
B H I, RAWLINGS 2550 R0, {E8A%H) pH
TE R AT SR, Lo ferriphilum RN MRS
R ERE, 5 A ferrooxidans ALY, L. ferriphilum
IORIA7 =R A pA L =R

i (1) K XANES il — Mk T R DR SR
PR REOFR SO 777, A5 F 5 b iR
RS RIS, I H R SRR IIAE S sk /N DX 38 )
WA /AL HERAE. Har, KR TAIRR
HH I S R 1)) (R T AN B S AL A TS 72
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b N XANES 3XFf 7 A7 73 Ayt o8 i 4 vt s
W B AL 22 T 2 A8 A B 3 5 B/ Bk A 22 TRD R A A TG
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A. thiooxidans~ L. ferriphilum 5.0 SR B i
R A AL . BRI DU AL B, R X
SR} W E T 2 5 A8 O 3 V2 (XANES) & XRD i 5%
A. ferrooxidans. A. thiooxidans L. ferriphilum F.Al
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XS AT LMV A TR DX ) M H S TR S ek
MRER, AEETAFE G DhRe W i 12
FRVARAL I Y, 45 B3 5 HEAit o

1 I8

1.1 ##

1) BERh I FRAE

WFh A. ferrooxidans ATCC23270+ A. thiooxidans
AO1. L. ferriphilum YSK 3K I5T EYNG 48 E I E
RUSEE . FEAREFRIEA AT . (NH,),.S04, 1.5 g;
KH,PO,, 0.25 g; MgSO,7H,0, 0.25 g; CaCl,-2H,0,
0.01 g; A. ferrooxidans 57 iLFEHAEA] 44.7 g/L
FeSO47TH,O 1ENREYR, L. ferriphilum f£H 80 g/L

FeSO, 7H,O 1 N REUS, A. thiooxidans 11 10 g/L S°
YENBEYR . B5FEEMI0G pH HHFRIR A 2 1.8, LAk
TR G4, 5000 r/min B0, pH 2.0 HRERVE
U 3 UG AR

2) B AR

S BT FH BT R RS b b R A
WL H A TR ) LR R L, W FEE g
e WHEE L T, B RRIAE A 0.074~0.147 mm, JE2)
JE N4 ICP-AES 70 AT Hope o e 1 ). s ik
WL i A 22 U VR T

R EE R ALK

Table 1 Main components of chalcopyrite (mass fraction, %)

S Fe Cu Pb Ca Zn

30.45 25.35 34.64 3.73 0.21 0.93

P Na Al Ag Mg

0.05 0.08 0.05 0.02 0.02

1.2 £¥iREsE

AR ECEI, B 250 mL = P93 150 mL
KIFEFEARTEREFREL, N 6 g DS I BB A H A (P

W N 4% (THEARBIKREE)), ¥4 A. ferrooxidans .

A. thiooxidans R L. ferriphilum 53 888N, Hefp
S AN WIUEHR E Ay 3.0 X 108 /mL (7R S A\ W) e 41
PR 1.0X10° /mL). #J4 pH 35 FH G & 4F OB IR
T A 1.8y AMRCE A IR T RS IR ILAE 5 th S e o
PO I R S T 7R CE T 30 °C, 463 170 r/min
PIER A RRIRE 7R . R AR 3 d IUREEA T
HALZE 58T, BF 6 d IUPEREATRRL 1K) K 14 XANES 7347

1.3 HREl&

N T ST SR8 L R R TR A 2 T
&, R R ARG 6 d IR BB A AR
& B FKIETEZ WOR FEM AR A T8,
FHE AR RSP L% XRD MR K 4
XANES 3#t. Hl#& BRI ER AR EATE
T 5E B

1.4 RELHITART ER S

B AE 3 d IOPEE TR R 2 a0 p, o
pH K PHSI-4A %! pH TFaH T, AR AL
(En) K FHATHR B H R AR N e, Fe ok J3 3 b it 3k K
g™, SO Wk R G R Cve v e s
PEAJHIRT BN Tween—20 %8 0.1% 20K [ )5 75 %%
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A e ™ fA 2 b Al Tk BT R i ) >[@

GEBLAH& T B P S H] X 4 26T S 1X (Japan, 4l .

D/ruax2550PC) /AT P 4 i .

1.5 FiH9 K i1 XANES #&27)

B (1) K 31 XANES Y61l &7 v (5 R 2= B = 5ed)
BT ITAL I R RS R B P e X 2Rt (4B-7A) 5%
BT e SERIBAT AR s [RCER S A7 PR B
4 2.5 GeV, LR Zkubfe A 54 2 100~6 000 eV, HL
TURHREEA 80~180 mA; MA#AFHA T 51 H [RIDHR G
28 St (L1L) Y~ [ 500 2 SR S0 I 75 e

SIS . BT R, SEEERELAR G
R0 XANES 2 ]EE . 1330 8Ll 5
CLIC &5 R I e DX ) P e AT U — b b B Dl
FULIEIL 2 450~2 510 eV X A% KT . fEIra 1S
BUT S Db Dl KBBO 6% b TR e, i
HRIZHEASH Winxas(3.0) 3T & & LB AT — 1k 4k
B, G4 B LSFitXAFS 58 .

2 FHR51R

21 BE—RREHEMENEEI RS

ARSI TR I A I AT R R A0 TR B L pH SR
MBS IR, RAEANIR) 41 TR AE s 45 I R b i A
AR .

1 s B SRS A A E N 40K pH
B} SO e 254k . MBI 1 T LAE H, A. thiooxidans
M L. ferriphilum PGS B ST I 20 B VA B2 341 4541
( < 1X10" /mL) . JONHSON % USIgf 5% % Bl
Leptospirillum spp. A BE i 52 =1 I 4 B 1 W (<5
mmol/L), {HHHGE G AR TS pH A4 i R A8 AE iR
HAL(>690 mV) o A. thiooxidans ¥% HE N L FE
pH —H 5 ETHE 3, HEREAREL B i+
TN N o A ferrooxidans Nl AT 1R I R A
pH ST} 5 T 9, HE A2 S D] 4 T o A R
TR, [FIE, BRI R I ™ IR i e R (o 7 R (L)
7)o AT IR ek R e (R AR R AN 7 R PT 40l F 7 1
(2)M(3)#7x. VIRAMONTES-GAMBOA %5 3o vy
5T BRI pH FRAG, ARZE S g 22 1)t
bz E7t.

3Fe’' +K +2HSO, +6H,0—> KFe3(SO4),(OH)s+8H"

(1)
CuFeS,+4H'—> Fe* +Cu*"+2H,S )
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Fig.1 Changes of cell densities (a), pH values (b) and sulfate
ions concentrations(c) during leaching of chalcopyrite by pure
and mixed bacteria

Sulfur oxidizing bacteria

28°+2H,0+30,
1(b)M1(c) 7373 A7 TR A5 TR H B 3oL e v g
WP pH EAR T — N2, SO, I i T4l 1A Fly
=, HALE A thiooxidans FMR H JLT-E A2
SO R EEIIW ARk, BEW] 4. thiooxidans 1F 3 il"
Wb A A TE PR RIS, HE TR A R

2S04 +4H" (3)
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Fig.2 Changes of copper recovery (a), redox potential (b) and
ferric ion concentrations (c) during chalcopyrite bioleaching of

pure and mixed bacteria

TN 11.3% % 23.4% . IRE M2 A. ferrooxidans ¥ Hi
3.dJE, HRIEEN BHem; 9~12 d I, Ay
(R EREE b T SOk B DT RR T RE(L)), 55 s
HARLE , AR R AT H, [Fe' | LA I T3 i
A, IR TR BIAESR H 21 d s H T [Fe™]
FRBE NP O DT R T e R, B i R 2k
F] 67.7%, 1M A. ferrooxidans 1T WP [Fe’ AL,
DIbAT B 3y, SRR 59.5%. 734b, iR
B R R [Fe® 5 WA #V L A. ferrooxidans H
B, U A thiooxidans. L. ferriphilum WIAFA(E
Rede mst AR R AEAIETEOTRES)), AR
Pyl , X5 CRUNDWELLPO R AR AR L. 554k,
TERN R B2 IR 2P (A. ferrooxidans MR )
M P EFES

CuFeS, + 4 Fe''—>Fe*™+ Cu®" + §° 4)

Iron oxidizing bacteria

4Fe*+0,+4H" 4Fe’+2H,0  (5)

23 B—RBEAHEREERT RERESTHE

EEAE S 4

FIH XRD KAif) K 11 XANES 355 40 #12 H 3
W RN W RE ST 0. I8 3 1 XRD 4047
BoR, &1 30d )5, WEERBEERT AR T K
. 320 XRD EROHT R, Bk
RS S AU 13%, BRI 2 ) Sk 86% .
T 25 0 R ) B A DU A R A B R A A

4 7R AR HERE S B 1) K 1 XANES i &
FEMAUE IS . a8 4(@) R, A SR U 5 (CuS)
B4 A (CuFeSy) ~ M H# § (CupS) « 35 1 2k Wl
(KFe3(SO0,),(OH)s) Fl I 2 it (S*) 25 b HEAL &5 W HEA T Bk
1) K 121 XANES $4f o 3 i £ prifi ik &4 (1) XANES
W, A LSFitXAFS AR A BEH 12 d 53
W R K 1 XANES 37815810 K 4(b)),
SE R SRR BE S 50.92% FHATE L 25.39% B Bk
Wl 5.51% G2 LY 5.78% MEAA™ o HoAth s [A] B 1) 48
HEERWE 2 pryl. B-oiRAER BT, A
i 1) B A B T RO ) K—14 XANES 511 5 s o
SERBORAE 6 RIFURMIER T SO, s HEmg i
(2.480 4 KeV)Z#itfog., i s k&K 2 T EH, FiR
BRI IR, BRI 18 d BHILT
ARl PR, JCEBRAESS 6 RHHIL, BfJ5&5
bR A P i | e g N T g RO R AR N Ty P2 S
(FZIE 73.64%) 0 BLAMEA I RIS BATARL I 2180 3
A. ferrooxidans w2 EINT 30 d J5, WHIRER T
KEFIERIN(G3.65%), A. thiooxidans 5 Y FAHT IR
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Fig.3 Composition analysis of original

chalcopyrite (a), residue in sterile control

experiment (b) and residue in bioleaching

experiment with mixed bacteria (c)

(b)

A —— Measured
P Fitted curve

2.48
Energy/keV

2.46 2.47 2.49 2.50

Fig.4 Normalized sulfur K-edge XANES spectra of standard samples (a) and fitted curve (b)
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5 A. Ferrooxidans~ A. Thiooxidans F L. ferriphilum JE - B AEH R B AN B 7] BEAR K 10 XANES 3%
Fig.5 XANES spectra of sulfur K-edge of chalcopyrite leached by A. ferrooxidans (a), A. thiooxidans (b), L. ferriphilum (c) and

mixed bacteria (d)

*x2

TEHATRENL S K i1 XANES #3445 3

Table 2  Fitted results of S K-edge XANES spectra of measure sample with different reference spectra

Mass fraction of surface residue/%

Time/d Chalcopyrite Pyrite s° Chalcocite
Af At Lf Mix Af At Lf Mix Af At Lf Mix Af At Lf Mix
6 61.68 75.13 - 7148 17.77 13.3 / 11.93 1191 3.64 — 1096 1.28 5.52 - 6.86
12 - - 66.41 50.92 - - 12.05 25.39 - - 1649 5.51 - - 09 578
18 27.05 69.07 65.17 25.84 54.61 11.05 12.18 51.69 13.11 9.6 1585 5.12 0 521 253 9.55
24 28.84 56.78 56.04 20.64 60.67 29.95 33.55 71.52 497 441 1041 3.86 0 0 0 0
30 8.19 - 3524 19.4 83.65 - 548 73.64 4.16 - 598 346 0 - 0 0
Blank 55.55 12.11 13.17 6.7

A. f A. ferrooxidans; A. t: A. thiooxidans; L. f: L. ferriphilum; Mix: mixture of A. ferrooxidans, A. thiooxidans and L. ferriphilum.
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ARSI T A RIS TR, N AE1S pH B
(ISP SR QS Eil v I 1K RN R o A N e S S RV G R
fRLIICRGZERY, (S E M (R R, i
L. ferriphilum 3 — 48w R B A TG 1

A (4), B = AR ES IR B AR T B
v AR DI, A PR LA N A R S AT R4
o SRT, KEBFFUHR B R A — A RaE 1)
HLOZ DI, ol & T B — AN A& M [Fe’ /[Fe™] [
o ASERRIFEML, Wk 2)Fb)FIR, BHEIL
KAT, HAEANT 400 mV, B EER, e, &
TR A B A, U (R A 540 mV e X IXAS
Pl%:, HIROYOSHI 25221t 20 4 i — AN S A (1 9
AL ARHE XA, AR HU A B B
T SE Rk AN R R I 2 SR A o il ORI (O
(6)). [Al ¥, ARCE #1 GONZALEZ™L)\ }2 VELASQUEZ
AV T b LA YRR B T R A R
ZAF R AR R AT BE R R4
CuFeS, +3Cu*" +3Fe*" —2Cu,S + 4Fe’ (6)

VILCAEZ Fl INOUE™! Yk st iy i v it i e
T RN T RGO R T RO M LE A VER . 200 HWILG 1)
Fe*' Fl Fe' W Fsiil. fEmREER) Feo 4k Fopiin
MR AVER & =S, AR RS Fe 41 T 3
W R S N (AT o DRI, RS e A
WA A, T2 FA A 400 mV TR F T $)
540 mV LU (RFEEE MR, BT Fe® DUyl E ik
h Fet, B RTUTRATIRIRER, HET K
ABRARAE e SR BE () Fe® R A A P s il 20 i
fEfFE R gk S . YIRS 540 mV 5, M
JiR(l), fERIREEN Fe A48, BB S I 1k,
BELAS T S gk s 20, SECR R PRR. XN
TR D BB R A TR R

3 Zig

1) GRS, AZR /A T A —
B HA B S, L S g R, 2
BUACAE R 250

2) A. thiooxidans L. ferriphilum WAFAERE A R
MR ATEE, IWTEfS pH FRAK, A Ratbih) 73
PRERAN AR, R I 5 A A7 28 A ) 2 IR SR 1
JCERBE, R R B .

3) fER WK T 400 mV B, 352 R,
HE R R HARES 2] 540 mV, RHIERI A

18, o b s,

4) AERAIYIR HAR R P AR R, FrPiR
IR I A W e A Al AR XL
REE AR AL AT IR 15 VIR I SO 3R Y
LIPS PSS
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