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Magnetic and electrocatalytic properties of
multi-walled carbon nanotube/Fe;O04 composites
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(School of Materials and Engineering Science, Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xi’an 710072, China)

Abstract: Multi-walled carbon nanotube (MWCNT)/Fe;O4 composites were prepared via a chemical
synthesis-hydrothermal treatment method. The microstructure, magnetic and electrocatalytic properties of
MWCNT/Fe;0,4 were investigated using transmission electron microscope (TEM), X-ray diffraction (XRD), fourier
transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR), vibrating sample magnetometer (VSM) and cyclic voltammograms method. The
results indicate that the surfaces of MWCNTs are enwrapped with magnetic Fe;O,4 nanoparticles, and the as-prepared
MWCNT/Fe;0, composites (62.5% Fe;0,) with saturation magnetization (M,) of 35.89 A'm*/kg and coercive force (H,)
of 0.19 A/m have good paramagnetism at room temperature. The glass-carbon (GC) electrode modified with MWCNT/
Fe;04 has good electrocatalytic response towards H,O,, and the redox overpotential increases and the oxidation peak
current enhances.
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MEHE RO TR T FesOf 4Kk Bkl i, 17 H
HRE T CNTs Ml Fe;O4 4KM0RI 5 A LA, §7K
T HAE AR Y B HET, R FesO4
B FURRON A4 21 LA A P A TS 5 A A7)
(AR R DB . T MSSE IR H k2% Fi A AR AR (CA)
45 11 FesO4 iK1 AT AR AR S AL g 1%
PE, X HyO, (I R IE P HLAT ARG 1) e Ak ki, AR
UFH AL AL IR . WANG Mgy kB, a4
il Pt Al Fe;O4 K/NFITEAR,  HENS f5 K B2 5 LA W 44
TR Pt-Fe; Oy 40K itkr AL 22 AL 1 - GAO 251
RINAIK FesOy HA BN FALBE NG, RERS AL,
H,0, RAZEAGIE RN, F2R FH 43 ot BE VARSI T 1R
R 1) HyO56

N T FesOq AR BURI AL TEYE . AR
KA E Nk, ARSCVEH RAIKGE, LLZ BERR g K5
(MWCNTs) J# A, 4 H MWCNT/Fe;0, 544K,
RO GEH  BE M RERT Fa Ak A A AL P REREAT T 40
HT A o

1.1 SKIRE#

MWCNTs: 40i[%>95%, P14 25 nm(iEFE K
2 KA HE ) FeCly 6H,O(20 T 2ll, R ids
JRAEARF A7), FeSO4 TH,O(4rHr4li, JRJEfh2
WA A=), b R IR AN (o HT e, R
AT BR AT A7) o IRBEIR . YRAIE . Z AL
ToK CTERs ko wvali, e A 2 8 R v A 2 A
[{E/NEI

1.2 KWHZE

MWCNTs fFiALFE: FREX 0.2 g JR4H MWCNTs
B 100 mL A FR AR AR (AR LL 3: D) IIR-GH
i, 60 CNEAATE 4 h, WPk, JFHEE FKRE
TRk B RIS R AU TEYLE 90 C R I
TR, WA,

MWCNT/Fe;O, Z A M EHIHI4: FRIL 1353 g
FeCl;-6H,0 i1 0.695 g FeSO47H,0 K il ik 250 mL %
W, A 100 mg BRALHE Y MWCNTs, ‘#i5 FitE
7 0.5h, 3R EEIFR. WARSRY, A Bt
R RO AR 50 °C, M 0.5h )5, FHE
A 65 °C, {6 mol/L ) NaOH ¥, ™1 BT S
pH>12, RJE&MN 1 h 5, &THEE 85 C, MmA

0.25 g " ZREHEATRIR N, (EhitE AR TR,
&, FRPUEY, M XRE KRR K
VIR TR W, HEEE D B H MWCNT/Fe;,0, K
WPEE AR

MWCNTSs/Fe;O, &1 3 85 (GC) IR il #6117 ¥
GC Hi#(d=3 mm)H 0. 050 pum H7JE AL R OE, SR
JEAENR - To7K SRS B /K AR UGEE AR Ve 2~3
min, ZIAMT FHET. % MWCNTs/Fe;O, (76K LI
BIFIE A 20 min, MEUSSI R, FHRCRE G SR U
2.0 pL BV IR AE AL BELF 1Y) GC MR T, ZLAMT
T AL, IS MWCNTs/Fe;0/GC &1 A .
R GC HILBI A S50 LB Ha Al

1.3 MESFRIE

K HE S o1 A (TEM, JEM—100CXII, A
HFAFN)N MWCNTs/Fe;0, EAMEHIOWIESY . &5
FIRFAEIEAT 50 AT R d AT U X S 2T (XRD,
X'Pert Pro, fij ~% PANalytical 24 7], Hil#fl, 1=1.541 8 A),
D B S A AL s 32 B A L AR e 21 40 14X
(Tenson 27, 8 [E Bruker 2w JRAFE 5 1) FTIR Y%
K, KBr & Jikfilfe; RIS #L R T (VSM,
LakeShore—7307, 3¢[E LakeShore 23 ] )Wl i A i O
BRI, AT MBS E (BB Mo
) H,%); i&H CHI6S0C HUHiAk2% T AR5 E -
W SRR BRA B A B el 2 PR R s Hifh
DR = iR R (S e Fa A g R H Rt i
MR A B 22 Ha b, A PR O 3B e PR A ) B A T k4
Hro MWCNTSs/Fe;O4 B FeysO4 15 HEIIIE JT7
e BUTTEA my RESY, AL SRR ERIRIZIE 3 h 5
ik, HEBFKREERES TG &R, RS
MWCNTs [JJ5TEA my, WIFEAH FesO4 (5 &N =
[(my—my)/m 1 X 100% .

2 HR5UHE

2.1 TEM $#f

1 fli7s A R AL P ) MWCNTSs Fl MWCNT/Fe; 0,4
REMEH TEM 1%, MWK 1@)TCUE L, SRR
1) MWCNTs O 2 IRMERIVAEIL T TC e RS A%
Fi-, MWCNTSs [8]JL-P-3cA BIEE, e HAT W Wi
Mgk, HERIAR, mmiEdT I, AiEE. A
1(b)AT LA ), £ETP 45 MWCNTs #h3 W A 1R %
Fe;O4 MROVITRL, UKL 5 BOIR HRLARELN o W Fes Oy
KR MWCNTs AHH 2658, TERUMIREE R, L
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2.2 XRD o1
K| 2 fli7x A MWCNT/Fe;0, 545 A KK XRD i

B 1 MRAF) MWCNTs fl MWCNT/Fe;0, 5 A RHT
TEM 14

Fig. 1 TEM images of acid-treated MWCNTs (a) and
MWCNT/Fe;0, composites (b)
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26/(°)

K2 MWCNTs/Fe;0, B4 FPEH XRD i

Fig. 2 XRD pattern of MWCNT/Fe;0, composites

B 2 TRLE H, 7E 26 4 30.3°, 35.6°, 43.2°, 53.8°,
57.2°01 62.8° v B EIATI (20 Tk 35.6°4b 1 i
BE), TN FesO4 f1(220). (311) (400). (422).
(S11)F1(440) 6 NEhTHT . 7F 20 2 26.4° 0 H BLAT S,
B AT SRR I RFAERT S 16(002), XK IAMLE Fey,O4 4N
KFRLIT MWCNTs 1 RIRRAT & A1 SR 250 . 1X 5T
TEM 73Hr 85 R AW & o N 2 IERT LA, BR FesOy
HUFT 88 2 AMEA RIATAT I ARYIAH, X 36 MWCNTs
FM T ELE FesOp 40K 1) 41 L35 5

2.3 FTIR &#f

Kl 3 Frs AR S Y MWCNTs Il MWCNT/
Fe;O, E &M B FTIR i . L% MWCNTs fll
MWCNT/Fe;0, W 415 2k, 1] LUK I MWCNT/Fe; 0,4
Wk rh 567 em ! A — Kb BRI Fe—O (425 #h 43
W, FWIE MBI FesO4 4K 5K, 3X 55 XRD
SRS AR . W 3 EATLAEH, fE 3 446 I
3 417cm " Kb H R FRIR 45 K R 1 —OH Pk 3 A
MWCNTs Z8 R Ak B 5 | A —OH #=8)) 3L A 5 #E 1)
SR TSI, 7E 1 632 A1 630 cm ' 4bJE H—COO—
FLAT ) C=0 M4a4iks 5 R, 751 595 F
1 587 cm ' Abje AT BREE R P K C = C 4 dR3h5]
AR g, #F 1 385 em ' AbJE HI—CH; 25 iz
S5 R0, E 1355 F11 010 em ™' 4b /& HH—CH;.
C—O—CH; fl C—O &l a) 5 & ARSI o 3X 13 1]
ZIRPR AL F 5 fE MWCNTSs R 51N T S48 s B,
I HIXBCE BE A1 DL Ak 27 i s WA B ) T X S i

4000 3500 3000 2500 2000 1500 1000 500
Wavenumber/cm™!

K3 ERALE MWCNTs il MWCNT/Fe;04 & 4541 KHI FTIR
I

Fig. 3 FTIR spectra of acid-treated MWCNTs (a) and
MWCNT/Fe;0, composites (b)
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o (RS ELEL S AL TS, ORI T A
ROt TR

2.4 FHTERESDHR

4 IR N Fe;O4 KR MWCNTSs/Fe;04 52
E ARG TR e 1] o Bty o] 2 7 I WeAA Lk 1k BE 1)
FERFERh 2k 2 —. P 4 ATLLEH, HiE T vSM
W13 MWCNT/Fe;0, HAMENEMN E FesO4 155 A
62.5%) IR REAL 35 55 (M) A 35.89 A-m*/kg, FIRE(M,)
R A1 (H) 53 34 0.18 A-m?/kg F1 0.19 A/m, $5T
T, iR, WERREN, KB MWCNT/
Fe;0, AR MR 35 LhE: FesO4 90K ik
M MWCNT/Fe;0y E A5 MR P S b i 14, RIN
MWCNT/Fe;04 & & M BE IR i 1] 25 ith 22 7, BRI
MWCNT/Fe; Oy H A M EHREA . y(BilFH 0/,
Ui MWCNT/Fe;04 E GBI FesO4 49K RIS
S . AN, MWCNT/Fes04 5 EA4BHK) R
R BRI 1), X&) MWCNTs A5 JLT-%
AWEE, MWCNT/FesO, B EHPELZ Bt L B R 471
FEPEfE, T EAT)F MWCNTSs £ 1H 558 Fe;0, 41K
Fr I PERE -

60F a
40+ b

20f

M/(A-m?-kg™)

_60_
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4 Fe;0, HKBURLRT MWCNT/Fe;0, 8 A K TEH H]
27
Fig. 4 Magnetic hysteresis curves of Fe;O4 nanoparticles (a)
and MWCNT/Fe;04 composites (b)

R 1 Fe;04 GLKBURIR MWCNT/Fe;04 A5 MHEHIRETE 250
Table 1 Magnetization parameters for Fe;O, and MWCNT/

Fe;04 composites

Samole M/ My H
P (Am*kg)  (Am’kg!)  (Am)

Fe;0, 57.95 1.4 0.27

MWCNT/Fe;0,  35.89 0.18 0.19

2.5 EELMEBES IR

5 fior AR GC HLB AT MWCNT/Fe; O, 1541 GC
HLEAE 40 mmol/L H,O, TERRZZME T (pH = 6.8) 17
IR MhZ (40 mV/s). MK S ATELEH, 7E#t GC H
W b JLTEABEE AR G, HTE04(0.31 V)R iR
WL AN, WA 2. 1T MWCNTSs/Fe;0, 1411
GC WA 0.53 V BT AAAE S AL, IX ] RE 2
THETE MWCNTS/Fes Oy K E G A EHRAT BRI EE R
A, KR BE RS N T HL,0, 55 Wbl i) (4 f T 4L,
P T AR AR s L 1R, R MR R B IR A He
M. JF AR R %z, X Rgel T
MWOCNTs £ Hi % 2 1 T A R 2 a2 2021 4 AU
SIPTE EJREAW Y, 5 U]{E MWCNTs/Fe;04 1&
i GC HIAR AR S N T I A 2, [l Al
] MWCNTs/Fe;04 181 GC HLBAT HoO, HH A AL R
N ELAT W i WAk S A A FH o 5348, MWCNTSs/Fes 0,
BHi GC AT (024 V)T S, Hig
RS . WALE DI IE KX . B,
MWCNTs/Fe; 0, 141 GC LRl HoO, BA R AT HiL Ak
) S ARG o

40

30r

20f

Current/mA
=

05 0% 07 02 0 02 04 0608
Potential/V

5 # GC HHRl MWCNT/Fe;0, 181 GC HIAE 40

mmol/L H,O, 1 & 2% 1 ¥ h (pH=6.8) 1 116 F £R 2 1th £ (40

mV/s)

Fig. 5 CV curves of bare GCE (a) and MWCNT/Fe;0,/GCE

(b) in phosphate buffer (pH=6.8) with 40 mmol/L H,0, at

scanning rate of 40 mV/s

€ 6 i3 MWCNT/Fes0, 151 GC HIBLAE 40
mmol/L H,0, BRI (pH=6.8) T A [ F1 i % T
(RRFR R 22 1128, FHIE 6 TLAF L, B FIH
18K AU L () B S 088K, AU LT (B o) TE S »
AL AR T gE . AU IERIE R, H0,
SIS 5T FRLVRE AT % 4 I B K, TR B
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B g —0.14V/s
s 10
3
0
-10
— &
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Potential/V

6 MWCNT/Fe;0, &1 GC HIARTE 40 mmol/L H,O, iR

R (pH=6.8) P AN [RIFA i & R IR PR 22 it 26

Fig. 6 CV curves of MWCNTs/Fe;O4/GCE in phosphate

buffer with 40 mmol/L H,O, at various scan rates

MWCNT/Fe;0, 121 GC IR Hy0, HAT AT Ak
FAEALERE .

3 Zig

b=}

1) DRI AL BEAS B350 MWCNTs 10
JERRE, SR K G2 46 MWCNT/Fe;O4 54 K
SEHL T Fe;O4 X MWCNTs R IHII A R , M0 T 5
L2 18] S R0RL o S B e, B9OK T LE R, b
HaA 27 S AL T R A RS

2) MWCNT/Fe;04(Fe;O4 4 62.5%) 5 Gk
BRI R REAY, 5 B2 (M 35.89 Am*/kg) ¢ Fe;O,4 4K 5k
(57.95 Am* k)%, FIREM)FVHEH ) (H )L T %,
T M2 PR, WERTARFE D, B R AT I RE 1k o

3) FIHEA AR X HO, /£ MWCNT/Fes0, 15
i GC Witk BRI 24T W BE9 R K, MWCNTS/
Fe;0, &4 GC HIARAT H,0, M IE R Ik Ha i 48K,
AL AR FL B 2 B s PR R S 0, HLO,
(R AR A AR HL I SBWT 1 5. MWCNTs/Fes0, 1811 GC
ARG, HyO, HAT RUFITHL IR
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