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Review of second phase particles on
zirconium alloys (II ): Zr-Sn-Nb-Fe alloys
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Abstract: The investigations of the second phase particles (SPPs) in Zr-Sn-Nb-Fe new zirconium alloys at home and
abroad were reviewed, paying close attention to the composition, crystallographic structure and formation mechanism and
condition of various Zr-Nb-Fe SPPs. There are two types of Zr-Nb-Fe SPPs: one is C14 (HCP, MgZn,) Zr(Nb, Fe),
whose formation relates to the impurity element of Cr, and the other is C15 (FCC, Ti,Ni) (Zr, Nb),Fe particle for which
oxygen plays a very important role. The examination to large mounts of Zr-Sn-Nb-Fe alloys with various compositions
testifies that a parameter, R, which is determined by Nb and Fe contents, can be successfully used to deduce which types
of SPPs will mainly present when changing alloy compositions.
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Table 1 Chemical compositions of typical Zr-Sn-Nb-Fe

alloys
Alloy W

Sn Nb Fe Cr (0]
Zirlo 1.0 1.0 0.1 - 0.14
M5 - 1.0 - - 0.12
E110 - 1.0 0.1 - 0.10

E635 1.2 1.0 0.4 - -
N36 1.0 1.0 0.3 - 0.12

HANA-4 0.4 1.5 0.2 0.1 -
N18 1.0 0.3 0.35 0.1 0.12

1 FESERENERE

1.1 SntH

HEALSEN) Zircaloys FUBH: & 4xH, Sn JCEMW
TN BN T G 2% 00 N KR8 v B A 48 O
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Fig. 1 Phase diagram of Zr-Nb binary alloy system!*
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Table 2 Chemical compositions and lattice parameters of two types of Zr-Nb-Fe particles
Hexagonal Zr(Nb, Fe), Cubic (Zr, Nb),Fe or (Zr, Nb),Fe,
Ref.

Chemical composition,

. Lattice parameter
mass fraction/% P

Lattice
parameter, a/nm

Chemical composition,
mass fraction/%

37.5Zr-37.5Nb-25Fe a=0.54 nm, ¢=0.88 nm

36Zr-(35—40)Nb-(24—29)Fe -
(35-37)Zr-(12-31)Nb-(32—-53)Fe a=0.533 nm, ¢=0.863 nm
(36.5-43)Zr-(5.1-20.3)Nb-(37-56)Fe  a¢=0.523 nm, ¢=0.850 nm
50Zr-30Nb-20Fe a=0.54 nm, ¢=0.87 nm

(36-43)Zr-(35-45)Nb-(20-30)Fe -

a=0.53—0.55 nm,
(34-35)Zr-(35-40)Nb-(26—30)Fe
¢=0.85—0.87 nm
a=0.51-0.55 nm,
35Zr-35Nb-30Fe
¢=0.83—0.88 nm

(34-40)Zr-(5-36)Nb-(30—-55)Fe -
- a=0.53 nm, ¢=0.875 nm
45Zr-(30-33)Nb-(22-25)Fe -

- - [35]
Zr-(8—10)Nb-(36-38)Fe - [36-37]
58Zr-11Nb-31Fe 1.215 [29]
Zr-(2.4-13)Nb-(31-33)Fe 1.21-122  [45]
(55-67)Zr-(0.5-12)Nb-(33-34)Fe - [54-56]
- - [57]
- - (3, 40]
60Zr-(10~11)Nb-(29-30)Fe 1.21 [41-44]
60Zr-10Nb-30Fe 1.21-1.23  [49-50]
(54-64.5)Zr-(0.5-16)Nb-(30-35)Fe - [14]
- - (58]
(63—64)Zr-(15-16)Nb-(20-22)Fe - [59]

(1) +-ZrO, [ m-ZrO, S5 HlIah A, AT Bl Ik e R B
o PRI, 0) T B HE A 00 200 R RS AH 2 A K )
Zr-Nb-Fe &4, 4(Zr, Nb),Fe ¥t o Lu g 45 & i
ST Fog ok R TR AR

BHUE AT, T AN R 8 AR 1 AR e Ik Bl R
FEAE R RE G T, R = Pk e i 5 4 B 2 e
TOFFOLON-MASCLET %R ff DSC. TEM-SAD
LTRSS R TB, b Tt B G 4o
J5 RISEJ5 P Ff Ze-Nb-Fe Ri1 IR i o b ATTIWESY
RIL, (Zr, Nb),Fe [ i B A 700~775 ‘CZ 18], 1M
Zr(Nb, Fe), (Rl E AL 650~700 CZ[A]

H5lli, SHISHOV™ X K & Zr-Sn-Nb-Fe 45 4 (I
FKEWH, JOURIEE N 640~660 CHF, B-Nb Al Zr(Nb,
Fe), ¥ T JF LR R, 24 1<<750 ‘CH} CL5E4x ¥ - Zr(Nb,
Fe), {E W iR Ji il BiE 7] p-Zr FI(Zr, Nb),Fe ¥4k, 24 =800
Cla, JE& e,

g 23 SR ) DTA R XRD X N36 & 4:h o
AR AR R HEEAT T RS AT TR SR I o-Zr—
S-Zr FAR AR N 633 °C, %I E ) Zr(Nb, Fe),
FFURH N B-Zr IR 31 750 ‘CHE, 7575 Zr(Nb, Fe),
SEASVRMR, 4R EIA R 785 CHY, 377 )(Zr, Nb),Fe
THEWAR, ) 850 CISE4IEN B-Zr .

BT @ TC 3 e A 4 IRAH AR IR B2 K 5 — AR
FeoE e, AN RS BT IR A R R A 2

7, FrL, KT Ze-Nb-Fe Ry FIRUEAAAE DA, H AT
WBAMER ) 2R L . AL, KT
Be—-BUhaiig e, LT 4RI (Ze, Nb)Fe [RIH il 2 1%
1 TN J7 4R Ze(Nb, Fe), Kif 1.

3 SEMRHTUITE ZFAFHERIFM

WIFTATIA, a0 B s R s A A B
J& Zr-Sn-Nb-Fe #, & 4T AT AR ¥ 322
Zr-Nb-Fe Fi o {HHFIX L6454 (1 5 L2 Nb Al
Fe XPRh EZRE AL RO E A 2R, & E¥
B PTHRE AN [R5 4 T R BT HRAFDRE R AN AR 7]

ik, —SREREE S AN [ Nb T Fe 2 & (1)
iy, NI RGEHUIE GG G rh b AR SRl 4
AR . R P 2% # SHISHOV . ik [ 2% ¥
TOFFOLON-MASCLET #11 BARBERIS %75 it 7 THi fit
T RGMA I TAE,

SHISHOV 24 5341 T — & 41| Zr(-Sn)-Nb-Fe ¢
G4 580 CARMIR KGN AR, $2H S5 R ko
WA G AT HAHSE L . 2400 R e SN
w(Fe)/[W(Fe)+w(Nb)-0.3%], I+ 0.3%%4 SHISHOV
TN A 1) Nb TG 3 7854 1 [ B2 (o 2 53 250 Ho)
HERG ST RS ST BG4 I0% Nb
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Table 3 Types of precipitates in Zr-Sn-Nb-Fe alloys with

various chemical compositions™!
Composition i?giﬁ?;? R R
Zr-1Nb S-Nb 0 0
Zr-2.5Nb S-Nb 0 0
Zr-1Nb-0.1Fe S-Nb+HCP  0.12  0.11

Zr-1.2Sn-1Nb-0.1Fe S-Nb+HCP 0.12  0.11

Zr-0.75Nb-0.25Fe HCP 0.36  0.31
Zr-1.2Sn-1Nb-0.3Fe HCP 03 027
Zr-1.2Sn-1.25Nb-0.5Fe HCP 0.34 0.31

Zr-1.2Sn-0.65Nb-0.3Fe FCC+HCP 0.46 4

Zr-1.2Sn-1Nb-0.6Fe FCC+HCP 046 0.43

Zr-1.28n-0.7Nb-0.6Fe FCC+HCP 0.6  0.55

HCP represents Zr(Nb, Fe),, FCC represents (Zr, Nb),Fe,
R'=w(Fe)/[w(Fe)+w(Nb)—0.2%].

SHISHOV [ i3, B R I, &4
oA A AR 1 B B-Nb—B-Nb+Zr(Nb,
Fe),—Zr(Nb, Fe),—Zr(Nb, Fe), + (Zr,Nb),Fe.

TOFFOLON-MASCLET 25 7% %54 1 43 Y il Ay
0.5%~2.5%Nb. 0.03%~0.75%Fe. 0~2%Sn (8544 %
BB THEST, EEN T W 2 FioRi 580 CHET- ik o
Bl & 4 Nb 55 Fe i o0 b s BB L, &
AHLL AR T R . OIS a-Zr+f-Nb—@) — Al
X3k a-Zr+Zr(Nb, Fe),+B-Nb—@ M AHX 3 a-Zr+Zr(Nb,
Fe),— @ =X, a-Zr+Zr(Nb, Fe),H(Zr, Nb),Fe —&)
Wi X 35, a-Zr+(Zr, Nb),Fe. 24 Nb A5 T Fe 5 ALK
B, AATTHED 2 B = AH X 3k ® a-Zr+(Zr, Nb),Fe+
ZrsFe.

TOFFOLON-MASCLET %51\ 4 580 ‘CHf Nb [l
WIELI N 0.2%, 1M Fe R[N, W 208 ATT
AT, M2 M R ZHCKRIEATITIR I, 20054 1
¥, F R™=w(Fe)/[w(Fe)+w(Nby)[#4 H &rifi. O, @F1
® 3 PMPIAHX 23 5% B R 5—0, R ~0.28~0.30 Al R's~
0.55~0.60.

5 TOFFOLON-MASCLET % i) #f 57 J5 4 2K
1, BARBERIS %1 H i 4335 £F w(Nb)<0.8%.,
w(Fe)<0.5%, w(Sn)<<1%] Zr-Sn-Nb-Fe ¥ 4: R 51t
ATHESL, AL T 3 frasity 580 CriAHIE . 1K
Ci=)

1.0
E;tj a-Z1+(ZrNbFe)cP
08f NE  [a-ZrH(ZiNbFeyicr+
S% (ZrNbFe)F© s
"N
s 0.6} R A
S | g-Zr(ZeNbFeyree
= .
= 04r a-Zr+ f -Nb+
(ZrNbFe)HcP
0.2
L ]
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2 Zr-Nb-Fe #5425 Zr 5y 580 CHET- 45 i 14
Fig.2 Isothermal cut of Zr-rich corner of ternary Zr-Nb-Fe
phase diagram at 580 ‘C*

0.5

0.4+

o
w
a-Zr+Zr;Fetcub

w(Fe)/%

e
[}

e
=

0

(b)

a-Zr+cub

o
(=]
(e}
" a-Zr+Zr;Fetcub

i ——————— -

a-Zr+[-Nb+hex

w(Fe)/%

e
(e
X

> %

. ’ - — a-Zr+tf-Nb
0 02 04 06 08 1.0 1.2
w(Nb)/%
O —a-Zr+Zr(Nb, Fe);+8-Nb; A—a-Zr+Zr(Nb, Fe),; [1—
a-Zr+f-Nb+(Zr, Nb),Fe+Zr(Nb, Fe),; A—a-Zr+(Zr, Nb),Fe+
Zr(Nb, Fe),
3 Zr-Nb-Fe 345 Zr i 580 CHE V-4 24k i >

Fig.3 Isothermal cut of Zr-rich corner of Zr-Nb-Fe phase
[29]

diagrams at 580 'C



1610 A G A R

201246 H
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25 DIV 52 1 @) RN ®) W AN 5 AH X 38 1 R E 4 5l
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KIM 2V 93 T — & %1 Zr-xNb-yFe(xH=0.8,
x=0.3,0.4,0.5,0.6, 0.7) 5 4. G414 X w(Nb)/w(Fe)
AT 0.6~7.000.17<R"<0.83) 2 li] . X &EH&L
570 CH IR KGR A L R 4 X
w(Nb)/wW(Fe)<<1.0 (R"=0.67)It}, #5411 Zr-Nb-Fe ¥
T4t 2 FCC 45M11)(Zr, Nb)Fe; 1124 w(Nb)/w(Fe)=
L7(R*<0.5)i, [AI HBL T FCC 45KIf)(Zt, Nb),Fe Fil
HCP 5 K1) Zr(Nb, Fe),.

ZE AT A, X FATA 6 € 2 19 Zr(-Sn)-Nb-Fe
A, (R RS HUNEUE, B AT AH 2 e
WA T A EE AR, il

MR SR, ST 0B KR, A&
HAHIEA A BCC 45#41K) B-Nb R, il MS 454 s

MR o<R <R, &r&HhBRT p-Nb, b2 Hl
HCP 4544 [¥) Zr(Nb, Fe), it i, Wl Zirlo 541152,

M Ro<R <R, &&ilHEAEENT
Zr(Nb, Fe), H HAHAISZ. 7 1 (Zr, Nb),Fe, {H¥% A B-Nb,
W E635 A4,

M4 R™>R o), /NI Zr(Nb, Fe), HrHiHLT-
SEAM O, (Zr, Nb),Fe Fl ZrsFe W£s R Hr AR 3
TR, LI 2 FPE 3 e A X 4

A, BT ZrsFe & PMRE T A, HATE
RO EWIS&MA 2P, /£ BARBERIS 25fyijf
U, 4 Nb AHX T Fe (3 EARMCIS, JURIL ZryFe
XA ASAH . LA, AR EE AT Zircaloys A
SRR, BEER wFe)w(Cr)i it 2 I ZrsFe
FHOERALEAR Part 1), MIEHER, #E2%#E JEONG
(IRIF 5L 22T 9T Ze-xNb(-Fe) & 4 R B, fE4eid
BRI o IR KJG, ZrsFe &7 Nb BRI G &b i
T EH WA, X5 TOFFOLON-MASCLET il
BARBERIS F#EMN 2 — 5.

R'Z%1 ) SHISHOV “5HEH i) R S HA T [
FUR JG R Nb 754 1 13 B2 A B 51 £4(0.3%)
Fisz b, U R BEORKLY: SHISHOV (15256 45 FL i
(W 3)& DL, SHISHOV [{5256 45 B 5 R 11 HE A
W)t AT, FH R BRI TG G AR i 5 A
T TR IR AR DA AT 1 6

T B HIE, 2 R T A XA AR
I, BT AR B AEE D R, TR 1
G, WP AAGE I R O AL 2R 43 M AR R R

OB OBIAT AR, DO AR i, X T
[E 2= N36 &4z, I RMEYS RoBalr . R K2 %t

FHEWNN, LPHSN, HAERZHAT AT
Zr(Nb, Fe), K120, {HATHETR H N36 £
FrAE /D B-Nb JFRLP,

4 AEFMLEFE_HBIF R E

— S, —ooaERASYINT AR E
U BRI AR TR R, RIS =0 R E e oA T )
—FhIeE, DASCIUATHAH R AR S5 MR e
Rk, AcEE 22 Ze-Nb. Zr-Fe. Fe-Nb 3 4>
JCHEI R, KERFT Zr(-Sn)-Nb-Fe &4 E (1)
Zr-Nb-Fe H AR I TE BRI, g — s A
[F] Zr-Nb-Fe ¥ 7 IR -

7t Zr-Nb, Zr-Fe. Fe-Nb —Jo&™, nlAgH I
GBS Yy ZesFe. Zr,Fes ZrFess ZrgFenss
Fe;Nb J& Fe,Nbg, Hfi k%5 Bk 4 jsi.

4.1 3L75(Zr, Nb),Fe

H# 4 W50, £ Zr-Fe fll Nb-Fe oA &, il
T A7 B G 28 0 15 21 377 (Zr, Nb),Fe w137 5 454
Zr,Fe 8¢ Nb,Fe (b &M I AAAAE . 1F Zr-Fe &, 1T
6 n(Zr)/n(Fe)=2 L4l L i 4 @ Ak S5 A foor
J7 (BCT) %5 K5 1fi Nb-Fe &R, MR A KAWL
n(Nb)/n(Fe)=2 fb it = LL AL &4

HAVINGA %5171 VINCAE 25 5L (51 s 45
i, HT O. N. C JuEMEH, BCT 45it4f) Zr,Fe
AT RERAR N NL T A5k FesWsC YA . SCHR[69-711H4R
t, O JCEWEUE BCT 441 Zr,Fe FE 4 TiNi 84
7r,FeO . ZrgFe;0. ZrsFe,O Fil ZryFeyOp g 3 FiH R I}
N ) A H B (a) 73 90k 1.2145°0, 1,218 9VOTR1 1.214 9
nm'", X 5 A 2RI AT 7T 45K (Zr, Nb),Fe #7 HAHT
B SE L (IR 2). T O JCELER S
R AR . NI, 375 (Zr, Nb),Fe 1R 0] fg 2
BCT 45 #411) Zr,Fe AH#E O JCE R E JF AR TR 1 o

4.2 757 Zr(Nb, Fe), 18

5377 Zr-Nb-Fe #H281LL, Zr-Nb fl Zr-Fe It &
b ) REASAEAE db A4 4 R R b 2 85088 B N T Ze(N,
Fe), fHILECHIML GARAL, 203K 2 F 4,

T EAEWST Zircaloys i), R FHFRH Zr-4
G4 BN A Zr(Fe, Cr), 1745 PIFP 45 H -
C14(HCP, MgZn,) 4 fil C15(FCC, MgCuy)% . Hi# & LA
C14 M ZrCry Ry RHA, I Fe B4 5 1) Cr MR (7
WAL Part T ).
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Table 4 Crystallographic data of binary intermetalics

Intermetallics

Pearson

symbol

Space
group

Strukturbericht
designation

Prototype

Lattice parameter

Zr¢Fey(ZrFes)
ZrFe,
ZrFe,
Zr,Fe

Zr,FeO,
Z1;Fe
Fe,Nb

Fe;Nbg(FeNb)
Z1Cr,
Z1Cr,
Z1Cr,

cFl116
hP24
cF24
tl12
cF96
oCl16
hP12
hR13
cF24
hP24
hP12

Fm3m
P63/mmc
Fd3m
14/mem
Fd3m
Cmcm
P63/mmc
R3m
Fd3m
P63/mmc

P63/mmc

D8,
C36
Cl15
Cle
E9;
Ela
Cl4
D85
Cl15
C36
Cl4

Mn23Th6

MgCu,
Al,Cu
Ti,Ni
BRes
MgZn,
Fe,Wg
MgCu,
MgNi,

MgZn,

a=1.17 nm

a=0.50 nm, ¢=1.61 nm

a=0.70-0.71 nm

a=0.64 nm, ¢=0.56 nm

a=1.22 nm
a=0.33 nm, 5#=1.10 nm, ¢=0.88 nm

a=0.48 nm, ¢=0.79 nm

a=0.49 nm, ¢=2.68 nm
a=0.72 nm

a=0.32 nm, ¢=0.51 nm

a=0.51 nm, ¢=0.83 nm

X R IL C14 8 ZeCr, R SR ARSI i s 24038
5 Zr(Nb, Fe), Laves AH#: VCEL( A% 250K, 1 AE 5K
b2 r= it 5 B Zr-Sn-Nb-Fe &4, Cr JGHEF1F
1R A - A e T8 G

[FlINF, SCHR[33)4RH, Cr fF o-Zr P E N
5X107°, XYW Zr-Sn-Nb-Fe 4R A7AEMME Cr
JCE W RE S 55 AR I JE . NORTHWOOD
S5 4T 3X 107415 X 1074 Fl 5X107°~16 X 10°(Ji
HH0OCr 1 Zr-2.5Nb & & 1S A NN, RSl
B/ J5 Zr-Nb-Fe %I (a=0.54 nm, ¢=0.88 nm)3L 5 I
AR Cr JGE, NALA Zr-Nb-Fe-Cr Fif. T3¢
HR[29, 49, 601t 8% £E Zr(Nb, Fe), ki 1 rF a0 %] Cr 7t
o WLLAA, ANTTH Zr(ND, Fe), I8 Al fig /& H Fe.
Nb J&FE /N TT ZeCr AHT ) Cr JRF i siAs 1), 8%
5 AHPIE) Cr JTEATLMEE Zr(Nb, Fe), M)/
ELCR

2T Zr(Nb, Fe), # ) 5t& 54 C14 H ZeCr, i
KIIJE R, RAMOS 210 PR Sl T AR 5 (0 A s«
HICEAWEATG Zr. Nb. Fe. Cr (R 71425
N Rz=0216 nm. Rnxy=0.208 nm. Rp=0.172 nm.
Rc=0.185 nm. Rl Fe 5 Cr J& 7124124, /N Nb R
T, RAMOS 25 % Bl Zr(Nb, Fe), A5 H Bbti &
HriAHT Nb &0 EFmde g, w4 .
UL, RPN R RO Nb Jo# B T8
Z ) Fe. Cr Ji¥, A3 C14 % Zr(Nb, Fe),
S C14 B ZrCry W6 K. Zr(Nb, Fe), ' Nb JGH
e PN 25 BOL S S BEUE N 4k 2E T

0.54
@

053

a/nm
=
W
(3]

0.51F

0.50 - ' y
0 10 20 30 40

x(Nb)/%

0.875

0.865

0.855

0.845

c¢/nm

0.835

0.825

0.815 ; ' .
0 10 20 30 40

x(Nb)/%

4 Zr(Nb, Fe), 55 HIfi 2 5bE Nb & &2 b

Fig. 4 Composition dependence on Nb concentration of
lattice parameters of Zr(Nb, Fe), particles™: (a) Curve of a—
x(Nb); (b) Curve of c—x(Nb)
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WFFE. 3 BLAT UK Ze-Nb-Fe R R 45 A4 Al
ML, CYID AR, X2 EHTE R
GE AR RS R, R AR SR o3 AT 4 4 a3 Ak
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