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Effects of annealing treatment on microstructure and
electrochemical performances of Co free
MINigy, 0Alo. 3Si¢. 1 Fep, ¢ hydrogen storage alloy

CHEN Xiarrli, LEI Yong-quan, LIAO Bin, WEI Farrsong, CHEN Ltxin
( College of Materials Science and Chemical Engineering,
Zhejiang U niversity, Hangzhou 310027, China)

Abstract: The effects of annealing treatment (1 173 =1 273 K, 3 h) on the microstructures and electrochemical perfor-
mances of Co-free MINig ¢gAly 3Sip. 1 Fep ¢ hydrogen storage alloys were investigated. XRD analyses indicate that both as
cast and annealed alloys consist of a CaCus-type structure single phase, but the crystallizability and homogeneity of the an-
nealed alloys are improved. The optical microscope and EDS analyses show that the ascast alloy has a crassi dendrite
structure with noticeable composition segregation, while the alloy annealed at 1 173 K has a more conspicuous dendrite
structure and a more homogenous composition, and the microstructures of the alloys annealed at 1 223 =1 273 K change to
an equiaxed structure. T he electrochemical tests indicate that the annealed alloys, as compared with as cast alloy, show a
higher discharge capacity, much better cycling stability and lower higlrrate dischargeability. It is found that the decrease
in both exchange current density and diffusion coefficient of hydrogen in alloy bulk is the main reason for the degraded
high-rate dischargeability (HRD) of annealed alloys.
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HAG, EAAMNET Ni/MH 7 b 5 Stk bt
B EERABs B AH LRI A &4, LM
J MmNis, 55 Cog. 75 Mng 4Aly 3 . ZEMEE LT, Co
&R 10% (R 5 o4, HAERH EEAE TR
ma & RPURER R S PUE sk fe, M-S
EHE R R ESR R EE Y H o £—
MR BRI SRBITE, SE& 88N 10% K Co
FRAENE T & & 7B A K] 40% ~ 50% . 4T 13
—P4&m Ni/ MH Lt 1) 17 3% 36 4+ B8 77 FH A MY Ak
ARG R R EXT N/ MH Ha it i K 2 75 5K,
I — D BRI WA B A S A BB A
Rtk, SR — LR BEMT BT (W Fe, Si, Cu, Sn
) BRI AL Co, RIEML Co B Co B4
CL A HHT ABs RS B & &M RS2
— U P ISR A, K Co BRIE Co 4%
A AL PE R RE R TR FA AR e T A M S BB 2 S H
WK, FRedt—2 ot . 508 &K, KAk
THGE ] IR K A BE SR VAR e B S AL S
F, MM ATAEAR Co BTG Co &4 MITEIR TR E M5 32
B—BRET A SRR KX T Co &4
ML 22 VERE R RE I AL M ARG 28, ARt —2 1)
BT . BRI, ASCEE & T —MFiE ot 5t &K 1
MINis 0Alo.3Sio. 1Feo. 6 JC Co & & AN S, X & &t
1T T ANFRE B KA, BF9T T 3B KA & 4
[ ok &5 P R AR 24 PR RE R S )

1 5

BCHI) MINig, 0Alo,3Sio, 1 Feo 6 B 4 FF K H
VT LA BN P A AR T K BG4 BT I TR A R
gk M1 98. 50 % (M1 K& 8RR &0 1, Hks
hLa84.44 %, Ce3.69 %, Nd9.19 %, Pr2.68
%), He4BMEH(NL Al Si, Fe) K444
99.9% . AR5, WNEEHATT 2 k&
I RS A SRS ATEEA(10 1 P
A, EABPE TR L, B T2RE
H 1173~ 1273 K MR 3 h 53R 2= .

5 SRR KB SRS 7 MU B 2R
/NF 51 Bm, K Rigaku D/ Max 2550/ PC # X 4t
LATHCHAT S T . B S WA A
TIAEMEE, YRG4RS8 kR S A DG S 2
ITRERM, BMFAA 10 % HNOs+ 90 % H,0,
BRI 1~ 2 min ., HHfEHBSAIR KEE LT
1% 1 o B 3 A R B, AR 4 HUBR (JEOL JSM
5610LV) NA&EFE MR AT T REE(EDS) 2047 .

A A Bk &S (/N T 43 Um) 53K
R 1 3( R WYREG R EBRESHN 10
mm )5 ORI HR, &S S 4 100 mg . H
A2 MR A DC-5 H it AR I A bR =
WMARG AT, AARAFRNRN A S & B, 1E
A Ni(OH) o/ NiOOH, Z: Lt Hit h Heg/HgO, HLfE
WK 6 mol/ L KOH ¥ Wik == kil & 0 25
C; A4 P-CG-T MERERH H AL 2= kv 7e i i 1R
PE, WRAE SRR €. 8T
WTEJE p ogH1 Nernst 2420 5

?q=— 0.934 05— 0.029 547 lgp o (1)

FENRR A 4 B35 A0 1 B S d KT 2 B, 78
JRHLHI BN : 100 mA/g FHL S h, B E 5 min J5 LA
60 mA/ g iHL, BHEEIEBEA - 0.60V . A4 H
Pfr) T 15 R YE BE (HRDi= Ci/ ( Ci+ Ceo) X
100% ) FIIRRTE FE AR 5 AV A0 5 HEAT . MR 5 B
300~ 600 mA/ g 1% B8 H A AL - 0.60 V
REA R Ci, ARJE L 60 mA/ g I8 B gk Sk
HL R AL AR R R TIHA E Coo - EMAE S
W E IR R E M, L 300 mA/g 78 1.5 h, B E
5 min J5 P 300 mA/g JEHL R A 1E A - 0.60 V
BERG 50 IXFRTCHRAEER, RA 100 mA/ g HLUR 78 L,
60 mA/ g HLYL I FEL I R A 4 FL AR PR 0 R 2 R ) AR
1. HaHERE 300 IXATHHBRIGEH G A BIRFEE
EXA S300/ %= Czp0 % 100/ Crax, H Ca00 N E
G LR AE 28 300 IRAEFAINE R LA &

T PR KA EE X Co AR & &
FER T H P BE Y 52 AL, 3B SR A Solartron SI
1287 BUTE HL A7 AN HEAT T 26 M Al Ak A 1B A7 B BR DU
W, WHE T EE RN BB R B (Jo) L AEAE
TR BARB(D), 560k
REHEAT TERRITIE .
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2.1 M4

oA FH IR K & MINig 0 Alp 3 Sio. 1 Fep 6 5 42 Y
XRD WK 1 fron . I 1 TRLEH, B KA E T
JEHIE BB A BAH CaCus BUNTTEM, HE%EE
S, BKEE S RIATHEE ARG, mESE
ML 1173~ 1273 K .3 h B kAP G & 41
BRATAN I (111) B & SE(FWHM) 2350 24 0. 292
2°F1°0.290 3°~ 0.290 2° . HHINA, SERTHIIER
P B RN R T &AL A AT,
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Fig. 1 XRD patterns of as cast and

annealed M IN1is 0Aly. 3Sio. 1 Feo 6 alloys
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Table 1 Lattice parameters and FWHM of
as cast and annealed MINiy ¢Aly, 3Sip, 1 Feo, ¢ alloys

Annealin,
5 V/nm® FWHM/(°)

a/ nm ¢/ nm c/a
temperature/ K

Nomrannealed 0.5026 0.4051 0.8060 0.08860  0.2922
1173 0.5033 0.4048 0.8043 0.08880  0.2903
1223 0.5038 0.4044 0.8027 0.08889  0.2903
1273 0.5040 0.4042 0.8020 0.08892  0.2902

2.2 WA G K ks o A

Bl 2 JT s A& 5 A OB K A& MINy oAl 3Sio. -
Feo. méﬁﬁéﬁﬁmﬁéﬂm TUEH, BEEGEHN
EEIRE R PR A% A2 \(@ 2(a)), & 1173K Bk
&tiﬁ'ﬁﬁ@AémﬁWi nZHZR, H A 44 5 B
(B 2(b)) . HL 1223~ 1273 K iB KA HE &4
%Eﬁ%ﬁﬁ%éﬂéﬂ( K 2(c) «(d)) . Bbab, 1B kabEE
i G 0 AobE RST R BT R .

Bl 3 P e a SR KA&(1 173 K, 3 h) ME
Nis oAl 3Sio 1 Feo 6 A & WK, W& H k7 &
B S Bm JH 2 X%t & 40 £ La Al SiflFe 4T EDS

E 2 %7&&1@){7& M1N14 ()Alo 3Slo 1Feo 6%%9’]41&1’%@4\
Fig. 2 Microstructures of ascast and annealed M1Nis 0Aly. 3Sio. 1Feo. 6 alloys
(a) —Ascast; (b) =1 173 K; (¢) —1 223 K; (d) —1273 K
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Fig. 3 EDS results of as cast and annealed
( 1 173 K, 3 h) MIN i4_ 0A10_3Si0_ 1Fe()_6 alloys
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B 4 BT 7R A %5 72 F1EE K 25 MINig 0Alg, 3Sio, 1-
Feo e 421t 25 CH B HALZZINEA P-C-T #hsk . mJ
UEH, 5%EE54E8MEL, SB K GE SRR
P EETI(pe) AR, HREFEENFEH,
FL BRI AT B8R K AR BRAE A 4 i o 138 A 1
B3, (R  AR A G <ot AT I = A 1 it A . ) 15 2
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Fig. 4 Electrochemical P-C-T curves for

as-cast and annealed M1Nis 0Alp 3Sip. 1Feo. ¢

BT E0. NI LU Y, B IR KR 3R
H, GRBETEET(p o) AR, BETGH
HEMERE PR RIS .

2.4 HfLeatiae
2.4.1 Wkt SRR A R

R 2T AR KEMING oAl 3Si. -
Feo o B I MERE . HR T, BAEEEN
EHERE S HSEEM M, AF 2 IG5
BN Hf KRB E( Cna) , WEIIR KL BN 1A
SHNEWERE B A AR . [N 55680
Cmax(293. 82 mAh/ g) thAR, B KEE &M KK
HABEYAIRE . SR XREM 1173 K 3403
1223 K b, &M &ERKEEREDHNEEH
304. 67 mA=h/ g#ll 305.79 mA*h/ g . {HEEE IR KR
Rt — i, Ao A B IS A FEIK .

F 2 HEEFRGE KA MINi, Al 3Sip. 1Feos
Har AR
Table 2 Electrochemical properties of as cast

and annealed MINi4 oAly 3Sio. 1Fep. 6 alloys

Capacit
Annealing C ! apacty

(mA*he

s . HRD/ %
Activation retention
temperature/

K - 1) number  rate after HRDso HRDeoo
300 cycles/ %
As cast 293. 82 69. 59 88.36 4.39

2
1173 304. 67 2 71.91 84.18 61.82
1223 305.79 2 74.57 75.32  53.76
1273 303.77 2 74. 64 74.43  51.17

B 5 Fros b 8 748 FHB K & MIN i 0Aly, 3Si, -
Feo o B SO B 2k . B 5 T %0, £08 K4k
HE, AarBeat S BAR A R, X5BAE
HEWBEN-G B A BERE VIR . ok, B
KAEBAF SRR E RERAE R, Bras
I A BT n .
2.4.2 EfEERRER

M 2B LUE H, BKEEEMEAEBR
PEBE(HRD) B LS EEMA AL, H AR
JEE Rt AR KU P PR 4 v T 1S O . R R LR A
300 mA/g B, HEAEM 1C 15X 5HE MR
HRD300 M 88.36 %; FEAEIRKEEMN 1173 K $25
#1273 K, &4 H) HRDsoo 70 7 FEAIK K 84. 18 % FH1
74.43 % . 278 HLREE — 38 K 3] 600 mA / g I,
PEASHNR KA G S0 = i 2200 H P 8 (HR Deoo) ¥32F
—B R, (BT LUR K AE & 0 FERIE UK

W RS, e i, A A4 Rk
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Fig. 5 Discharge potential curves of
ascast and annealed MINiy ¢Alp 3Sip. 1 Feo. 6 alloys
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PERRAL R ZE . TR, RSP B R, A4
HLAR IR RS e LR J o PR R

_RT | 1L
JO— F Inn_}o (2)

KH J, L R, F, T 5HRRNHEHTEE(mA/
g), WACHAL(mV), SARFEE, VERL R B4 %
MEE . BRI, R 6 PR 2 AR A il 2 7 S 4 FL A B
W HRLR( 1/ 1) TR A G R D A 4 L U 5
Jo(W&E 3 Fin) . IR 3 WUEH, 5%EEEH
b, RS E SRR Jo BUERFTRD, FFREIR K
B E T — PR BRAR . T A 4 HL U
Jo BV 2 7 A 4 VR A 1) H i A3 1 R /N R
B, AT DL H H A 3R T Y L A AT R T R . DR A
AR KA FR AL A 4 FAR R R AT 1R T BRI A2
SEH SRR BEREREKN—NHEE. B TES
R K& E o HIE, ARG S aREAT# g
TR FE Jo BUE (FRAELIEPER/N) J7TH M 2 57 %
HEEHRSEMRNA KR . HE 2 Mg R ey
A, BAUKZE 1173 KB KAEKAEEFHK
HIR R i 42, T IX A 4 ZU7E 78 R AR Bl g
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1 G 4 F AR B A IR () R A 1 S v A i R

Ae. — T, HIBKEEFA SR 1223~ 1273 K
I, G MAHR AR N EF R, XMHHARNE
S E T TG IR R A ) AN IR, B AR
N EE R TAR AR B, BRI A A & 1 B pE A vE PR S
e R0 H T REAF Y. PRI
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Fig. 6 Linear polarization curves of as cast and
annealed M 1IN iy 0Aly 3Sip. 1 Feo ¢ alloy electrodes

K3 BHERIB K MINig gAly 3Sig, (Feg ¢
H & R AT IR L (J o)
Table 3 Exchange current density (Jo) of as cast
and annealed MIN1is oAl 3Sip. 1Fep. 6 alloy electrodes

Annealing
As cast 1173 1223 1273
temperature/ K

Jo/ (mA=g™ 1) 80. 67 79.21 73.43 71.24

Bl 7 B s A 85 73S FR K 2 MINy Ay, 3Sio. 1-
Feo s tr 4 HUARAE+ 600 mV HLA7 [ K S () BH AR HeL
(lgJ) —iIAI(¢) ROMARE 2 . AR BINT 45%d 78
TR A B S AL ) FAR I 28— N OK R R AR FL AL B iR
(TE AR RIS B Ar) I, A G 4 F AR SR THD 1Y) FL A
EBEEERESR, BG5S RNNEKRERET
%, WIMAEEALE A S B9 B8k B A Y. 1) 428 il
W ARG SRR ERTE, &SN RYIEE
WRESAA], W& 4 F AR e FLAL Y BR 5 I B L i 2
JEE It I I i ) 0 28 A R S A0 2 R fr e R

QED ]-[2
lg.]d = lgl daZ (CO_ CS) 2' 303 (-]%t (3)

XA Ja AV R EE (mA/g), F R
o, D REV A (an’s), d WCEAAEHE
(gl em’), a B EFREZ(em), co NEEHN
TRAFIEEE IR (mol/ em®) , ¢y A A 4 UKL 2 1Hi 1)
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SR E (mol/ em®) , ¢ Ry BB R (s) o« NI 7 AT LA
Fi, a2 ERKANEE, lgJi5 ¢ ZHE2H
RIFHIZME e R . Rk, W ilA v % il 28 1 2%
P IR T X (3) SRIFLUAE D/ o®, MBS
SRR o BRI Y AR D H. B
SE TR & & AR E A, P ah
13 bm, WMEHEAEAESTHT BERE D WX 4 P
7N o

As-cast

-----

Iigl/,AmA-g )]
ro

R o

Bl 7 SRR KE MINi oAy 3Sio, 1 Feo 6 F 4 LK
+ 600 mV iR Ji5 BH AR HLAL — A ) 5 S fH 2
Fig.7 Semrlograrithmic plots of
anodic current —time responses for

as-cast and annealed M1Nis 0Alp 3Sip. 1Feo. ¢
alloys after + 600 mV potentiatsteps

£ 4 HEBFE KA MINig oAl 3Sip (Feg ¢ B 221
D 5a WESY HAH D
Table 4 Ratio of D to a” and hydrogen
diffusion coefficient in bulk of ascast and

annealed M 1INy 0Aly 3Sip. 1 Feo ¢ alloys

Annealing temperature/ K (D/a?) /107 %" D/ (10" " em?ss™ 1)

Norr annealed 23.93 4.04
1173 16. 27 2.75
1223 14. 81 2.50
1273 13. 11 2.22

HE 4 ATUEH, 2B KLGEE, SEGEF
My 8RS D EHY BN, B D (E W 1R b
FHIB KR TR g oK . WAEIR KIEE N 1173
K I, D HHBESE4E 4.04 %107 ' cm?/ s /)
4 3.60x 107 " em®/ s, BB KIBERER, D M
BN E 1273 K A9 2.22% 100 ¥ em?/s . B
K&EAE D ERB/NEH SR KESEEELMDH
e e i R UL B ) v T B R I AR A A A — 3.

BAR, AR KES &I BUER M/ 2 T2
o 5 2 TR i P B AR I ) — R A .

g ERAHTIAR, 1B KEE SRR L
TGRS A AP 9 Bl 2 0 FE0R S B & i
RN RERES S AR EZRE .
2.4.3 MR EN

Kl 8 FT 7 & ¥ 45 FIB K & MINiy oAly, 3Sio. 1-
Feo e &M TG EA M 2k . ANIE 8 3R 2 T 1)
S0 HEFTLAE i, SR kA H G, A &NEHTER
EMEWHESA SR ANFRERR . BRI
KR EVEE A, 1B KEEENIEI R E R B K
W EE T — AR B L e R LR R
300 mA/ g HI4&M T &t 300 IG5, BE&A
FIRRARFFR S0 69.59 %, f£4 1 173 K iB
KIGEEH S0k 71.91 %, 43— BB KR
FEZ 1273 K I, GEMBERRIFZE S0 7] LLEH]
74.64 % . L, B KACHEZIR TG Co G EIR
M A RORRE
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Fig. 8 Discharge cycle life of as cast and
annealed M1Ni4 0Aly. 3Sio. 1Feo. 6 alloys
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LR S5 S A 21 B S o3

2) HBAEME 1173 K B KAFHIMINGG oAl -
Sio. 1Feo. ¢ £ 4 38 4y LU AORL K WAz it &5 4, (H &
1223~ 1273 KiB KA B J5 & & 5 A8 S5 il 4 &5
. 5HSEEML, BRKESEEFERN S ik
T¥S.

3) iBKA MINiy 0Aly 3Sio. 1 Feo, ¢ & 4 I TE Ak M
RREHSAEEMY, WHERBRESEEANE
m, HEEERBEEREA TR . BAKEGER
fE 2 i R RE ) PR R 2Rt T IR KSE & s
AE P L RS AE A 4 B HOE A BT RRAR T EL.

4) &Y HIR KA AT LR E R M N oAy, 5
Sio. 1Feo. s IR AR E I . IR K-S S EE
BEIS UL S A1 Sk B BRI iR S 1 5E
71 2 HAGHAE E M 20 Wk i R A
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