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Effects of trace rare earth element Er on microstructure and
properties of AFSMg alloy
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Abstract: AF5Mg alloys containing different content of Er were prepared by cast metallurgy. The effect of trace
Er on the microstructure and properties of AF5Mg alloy was studied with tensile properties measurement, OM,
XRD, SEM, TEM and EDS. The results show that the addition of Er to AF5Mg alloy can improve the strength re-
markably, and the yield strength of the cold-rolled alloy is improved by 81 MPa when the content of Er is 0. 4%
(mass fraction), while the ductility keeps stable or decreases slightly. The addition of Er can reduce the dendritical
arm space of the alloy, and the grains are refined obviously. The refinement mechanism of Er addition on the grain
depends on the quantity of Er added. The refinement mechanism of the alloy containing less Er conforms to be tradi-
tional refining theory on rare earth aluminum alloy. The grain of the alloy containing more Er is refined due to the
formation of primary AL Er, and the primary AL Er shall be able to act as nucleus. The strengthing effect of Er on
AF5Mg alloy is caused by grain refinement and the fine secondary AL Er particles. The results indicate that the al-

loys with 0. 4% Er have more excellent properties.
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RATFESH, Se £ AFMg A4 AR Z B
VER, B ki s, KIgERE & 4m
fE, B NSGES SRR . Sc /£ AFMg &
ST X S #E Se fEA & A ETE
DL AlsSe A TE A A . BT Se B &
5, A EFRE LR T & Sc HALE NI N .
BT ArMg A&~ —FHE ZMEEE8, T
H—RE %A ENEA R, AL ZEH R Sc
ZAMNAE I TR EA P AE LS . #L
JTCE AT E N E AR, A SCHEE LR AR X
HEM T ICE Er, LR IME ArsMg &8, %
KTAFEGE Er XS E&MWAHR 5 )12 R
W, R T Er 7EA & /E LR .

1 I8

PLAERETR 99. 99% I 464 « 99. 9% [ Tk 4k
BEAN AF6. 2Er ] & 00 IR, SR B 4E TR A
Tl H b & & . & & 0SR20 /£ LEEMAN
SPEC ~ E B HUHE 5 55 8 1 I 7 A e i X B
Mk, 5 RmMEK 1P N TRBTTE, ACER
4 X kisr .

x1 ARy
Table 1 Chemical composition of

alloys (mass fraction, %)

Alloy Mg Er Al

AF5Mg 4.41 0 Bal.
AF5Mg0. 1Er 4.54 0.08 Bal.
AF5Mg 0. 4Er 4.46 0.35 Bal.
AF5Mg0. TEr 4.61 0.61 Bal.

KA 2R R AE SG2 - 7.5~ 12 M B ey
BEA R BT IS, KSALIREE S 780 CAAT, BeiEih
R 720~ 750 C, fENBER AT H5iE . BN
IR KL R 470 C, PRI TE] 13 h . #5E 4TIk .
BRTh o P AT L A EL . EL T IR IR E A 460
C, PELBRATEELA N 80% . Mkl 5 BEAT ) IE
K, IBKEREN 470 C, SRE 1h. BKETRE=E
BT, AHLEBTREREAN 50%, LA 2
mm JE PR . bR $ GB6397 —86 1 EE 3K il
B, 76 MTS810 B! b4 ki 56 WL L it A7 $7 p 4 gl
R, PLHE R 2 mm/ min . AR WG EE RO AH [F) 34
A BE, 26 R Ot . PE B BB S A A
NEOPHOT ~ 21 B4 B4 T de ot~ M 2%,
YA 3T AE D/ MAX ~ 3C e 8 BH M X 5 £k A 5

I EHEAT; fF HITACHI S — 450 U494 s 4 W
RGN P E ARG, KA EDAX B
TEASCE T A AT 56 AH IR A3 SR UM R A2 i) %
S TR (AR 10 3 INASIR ) ,
76 H ~ 800 3% Hi M85 LW i W 4121 .

2 TIGHER

2.1 RNBWESWRHBAFEMERE
K2 P TSGR 22k g . AT
DUEH, Er Xf AFSMg G4 HA B2 mIER .
SN 0. 19% Ex BV AT U G <5 178 FLASFHIR K245 i Ak
SRS @22 I S 27 MPa Al 32 MPa . 2 JGbll Er
WG, SEmmEBEE K, AFSMg0. 4Er ¥
HLARIE KA a3k AFSMg A& T 81
MPa Ml 54 MPa . {H5 AF5M 0. 4Ex 54 EL, AL
5Mg-0. 7Er & &% L PFE&AHEE, A4 Er
T 0. 4% I, ARSI Er & EX G a9
AR . ANFE Er X &SR EERA 2w . Y
Er 2 AEE 0. 4% I, & &M A AL, (HiE
FEIR/N . 24 Er &80 0.7% I, & 45800 B %
i, Bk, WEME, W0 0. 4% Er BERefi &4 R
B S ORE, N ReOR R BB
R2 AFS5Mg 5 AFSMgEr A4t )y 2a vk fg
Table 2 Tensile properties of
AF5Mg and AFSM g Er alloys

Coldrolled

Annealed"

Alloy o/ G o/ @i
MPa MPa % MPa MPa %

AF5Mg 352 287 10.7 283 152 28.6
AF5Mg0. 1Er 382 314 10.2 316 184 25.4
AF5Mg 0. 4Er 438 368 9.6 336 206 23.8

AF5Mg0. 7Er 435 363 5: 8 339 208 19.3
1) At 350 Cfor 1 h

2.2 SHEMESR

K1 BRSNS B . mEnT
HI, AF5Mg G4 B &R (B il W9 i) AR, FEA
mmAl A — AW (] 1(a)); AFSMg0. 1Er
B iR RS ARAN K, BRG] 5 Bk b (1 1
(b)); AF5Mg-0. 4Er & 4 5ok B4 ik, (HIiE A7
E—YE F (K 1(c)); TS5 AFSMg 4L, AF
5Mg-0. 7Er Aa Bk diie 7 10 520 B, H A
mn U CBEA B (I 1(d)) - BRI, Er 1Y
TN ATAS[RIFE B b 40 4b 5 5 Aok, Y Er BV IN =
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KT 0. 4% N, ML EAHE;, JEr 58N
0.4% M UL LB, AFSMg &4 153 L& B 14
1k, .

K2 fion i AFSMg 5 AFSMg-0. 4Er & &%
HEBMAL . BT AFSMg0.4Er & &3 5L HT 1Y
JRUR kL LE AFSM g & x4l /h—48, BTl AF5SM g
0. dEr & B A LA YR A L o 40% (E 2)
44 Er X EaHS LRSS BMA LR, o)
DARE—HER: B Er & &I, S8R4T 4
PRIt AR et el i, 7EBE S HIIR

ML,

KRR A 5y R AR A e, XD T TR
W1 7B Er SR TR, A S G A RE 58
A

2.3 XH&IS5SEIES T

B3 ik AFSMg 5 AFSMg0. 4Er 5 5 &
S X ST S . R AT RLE B, AFSMg &4
WP 2% M (3 BN ALFeSi A1) Az & B M
(AlsMg2) 4b, HRAFONIEAK a( Al); 1T AFSM g
0. 4Er & & FIAT S35 b B T 2 R R 2% AR 2 4h, &

B1 LRGN ESHN
Fig. 1 Optical micrographs of as-cast experimental alloys
(a) —AF5Mg; (b) —AF5Mg0. 1Er; (¢) —AF5Mg0.4Er; (d) —AF5Mg0.7Er

B2 SLHRASAHARMAN
Fig. 2 Optical micrographs of as-cold rolled alloys
(a) —AF5Mg; (b) —AF5Mg0.4Er
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RILT ALEr #, XU Er 76 AFSMg & 4
TEEAE ol AL EEARSN, HARTFZEE ALE: h&WY)
T A1

Bl 4 7 A AFSMg0. 4Er 541 SEM JE
P AR AT SR . I 4(a) FTIL, fE-- L
RN T BRTE SR BR B B 28 AR T, K/ R
3~ 5Wm, A Lk A DRI EGY . L6
AT 4(b)) UESE, AN S AR B AL
Er BifeRH R, 456 X WEiH o k3%
BR[ 4~ 9], M e X LR 1 275G A 45 dn I AE 8 57
TERAZ O HIPIAE AL Er A7 B 4(a) FHIHLITR) .

2.4 EHTEEHLANE

Bl 5 Fian A S A S 5N ESES R
WH . NP AT L, AFSMg0. 1Er &4 HESHN
HT T IR SRR R T (] 5(a)) L X
Y7 K /N R 20~ 30 nm . BEA AFSM g-0. 4Er &y
AR ST AR IR G AT (B 5(b))
AT LR RS i BB R AE o X R IR ST A
(05 B B ZE AN K, ELARRRA8E T A% 1 3 A B 1) 56
R, PUAERT S AERE o P 2 358 B IO 37 7 i A 1)
FEAEBE 14 ( 220) K (202) A HE A, MALFEH
(100) 5( 101) 555 5 B A AT H AR B8 A FEDE A . AR

W SR

1 1 1 1 1 1

(a) [] ® (b) ® ®
o« — a(Al) o — a(Al)
s fiers A13Mg2 i AI3Mg2
* — Impurity T Al3El'.
* — Impurity
| | |

YT TR

1 1 1 1 1 1
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3 AFMgEr A& MES X &A%
Fig.3 XRD patterns of as-cast experimental alloys
(a) —AF5Mg; (b) —AF5Mg-0.4Er

(b Al

2 4 6 8 10 12 14
E/keV

4 AFMg0. 4Er& &5 SEM JEHH S —AHAE W% 4 4T
Fig. 4 SEM micrograph and EDS analysis of as-cast AF5M g-0. 4Er alloy
(a) —SEM micrograph; (b) —EDS analysis of second phase
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Fig. 5 TEM micrographs of as-cast and asshomogenized experimental alloys

(a) —Fine precipitates in as-cast AF5Mg-0. 1Er alloy;

(b) —Precipitates and SADP of Al matrix and precipitate (zone axis) in as-cast AF5Mg-0. 4Er alloy;

(¢) —Mircostructure of ashomogenized AF5Mg-0. 4Er alloy;

(d) —Dislocation pinned by fine precipitates

i X AT g (B 3(b)), AFMg0. 4Er &
SHESHL TR T al Al MBEZFRAAZ AN, X
WS BMHE ALEr A . BAHJE TH L7 7 5N T 45
U — B DR AIRAR e S A T i e, 5
FEARANILHEG, T DLt R P ) 3K SE AT AR ORI AN 2 B
A . A4S SCER[ 5~ 10] AT 4, ALEr MRS58 R
T LL M (AuCus ) 45 K, w5 W ZHh
0.4215nm, 534K A1 S50 5 55 BE 5 20 ( TH 0 AL
Ji45K), a= 0.404 9 nm) BoNHIE, W5 AR R
FERE B AS E R DG R . B RT DAHENT, 1] 4(b)
TS (R AR /N R DA B (18 3ok U R 3 35 4 o A7
WA ALEr /1. AW 5(c) PRI, AF5Mg
0. 4Er & &S AL BRI, Ik o 8] ¥ 4k o Ay
H T HZ KA ALEr B . X1/ ALEr Fi
TS IR A AE AR b, WA AT R o AT
HAEH(E 5(d)) -

3 BHFSIHE

3.1 ErESE&PHEAERERSMILTIE

RPT RSN, Sc X} 8R4 4 Bt b 40 A A FH 2 TR
NTERCT HI2E AlsSe Jsl'™™ i Er 5 A1 3t &
RN 6%, fEARCE T, Er W& KNI
H70.7%, BEIALFEATBETE A4 ALE: A4 .
2 Er AT AT Gk 5 2 R A A R e e A7
T N 6 BRGS0 5 76 T BRI AR
T ) AU RERE (I DA R =G o L A, #
RSV DOK =R ucrs i N K VIR PN SRl
9 B R e IR U s s A I e R R A A [ R
MRTAY, TEWEFUCE FE, M ids, i
pa oo i1 R NTOR R4k s RIS R AT |
L oEXMAERBAER, B2, Er X AF
5M g A4 )5 Z4 40 40 AF F AN B8 56 4 F X Rl B i
AR

M Er FEN 0. 1% I, tA] LU X P L g rign
AL BRI MRS . b At ] P &5 A R T, B —
7> Ex [FIVEALE a( Al FARN, 75— 8 A\ 22
PR Ex D04k 4 2R 380 [ o 5Lk A v, 3G OR R i
L A TR RO DU N NN A NN <
1(b)) .
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M Er FEIAH 0. 4% K LA LB, BR/ANER 7 Er
[P V5 A0 B AR T T e o AN [ R AR AN, KEB4)y Er B
FEAE [ VA T BT UY . Ex 8 S 10 28 5K 7= A 9 Rl 7k
F: 5 TS ST B3 1R R0 e AR SE e 2y 59—
3 THIASE A5 [ 0 5 T AT 1 B 20 3k v B 38 K . AR
AFEr #HE, ALEr 5 Al B3L SR A 655 C, #E
[ Y AR /N> 10T L3 s AN R (6% Er)
PRI G AE S T P B 25 SR i (8B 3 4 o R 40) 1)
PRI U ALEr (A . X2 ALEr & 3
ISR TE R, A T8 T 5 AN AT i —
K ALEr X437k, B2 APIE ALEr(E 4(a)) .
KR ALEr AP S A AL (LL &) 5 8 RS (0
MR R0, 421 5 nm) 5 AL AR (fee 458, AFEH
#50.404 9 nm) JEH B, FECEHRERADN(AH
4.1%), it ALEr 5 2 AR H A B4 10 50 i 35 k%
PE; 1 H ALEr B4 A1 067 C, 2 T IR A
R, TERJa AW, B i X SRR SRR
WETHIE ALEr #HHA RIFHAESS B AEH, 7
YRRk 8 BB, XS54 ALEr Mt AErE N
TEAZAZ O 1T 2 B 3 25 40 A0 ok i VE (B 1( ) R
(d)) -

3.2 Er X& &HI5R LN H

it i#E Er Xt AFSMg S48 EEGH A B FEH
SRALVEH (3R 2) . Er ST & & om Ao 3 2k 3 40
/NTRELI IR AL Er JTs & Ex 0 ik i gi 4 /e H
M Er 0. 1% 0, 76NN H T 40/ E AL Er
Fi(E S(a)) . T ALEr 5 A1 OS5 M AL, A%
WHEABAL, 5 o Al AR S mICE Y, Xt
LS = AR FUET HAE (B 5(d)) , BRI B RIs
3, PR T TR VI g, AT = AR T H
RGN . 24 Er S84 0. 4% I, bk gn A0/ % Wi
(K 1(c)) . ¥ Hall-Petch A : 0= g+
kd™ ", AEREREE (0 SRR (d) B
BRI N OCR, SR, 55 s, R
BT V8 B4 AL HL . 24 Er SRR 0. 7% I8, 5
BN 0. 4% Ex AHLL, A7 SR A RN AR AN K, 40 ik
e BN B2, R & 40 g it — 5 41
A . FN, Er SRR, K5 EMNE
B K& Er A6 &9, NS GE R E T
B, T LA S 3G NG 4 I RA

1) Er X AF5Mg &4 H A W8 i /E A .

TN 0.4% Er 1] AFSMg &4 HIA ELERLE k&
G250 A AFSM g G432 = 81 MPa M1 54 MPa, {H
WSIN0. 7% Ex I, 5REERAA ks, R 2
TR . Er XG4 s AL RO 3 R E Al /N SR E)
TR ALEr B & Er SRR 410 TER .

2) Er X AFSMg &4 HA 2 EHHMIEN .
SN 0. 1% Erx AT/ E S TR R, RN S0 K 7N 52 1
AK N 0.4% K UL Er i, &okifg 24w B3
44t . Ex X imbr A HLEE S R I RA %, 4
Er ZRE(EN, fFAEMEENH TP, X Er
TEEEN, HTEBATF IR T Y4 ALEr T
R, TR TG AZIN ] DIAE G AR BB % L, T
WAL R AL 2N

3) ¥ 0. 4% Er A 4 A BRI 2R

FIERE .
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