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J R R R A CO, I SFe W& AR BEAT IR o I Mk
INF G TG 2E B AN AL TN R THIR 2 660 C I
1, BRI GEEE R ZEAR, THE 2 750 °C, BliR)5
fRIE 20 min, HEATHRE, ##E 1Smin, FREREREER
700 CHF, &SR BESIAF WA, mA3K
RSN d65 mm X 220 mm [JF55E . 4485 5E V) E 5L
AR, RPN 1 emX 1 emX 1 ecme AZ31-xCu &
RIS TCR TR EI 0 9 : Al 3% Zn 1% Cu x%,
G SEPR R A AR o E 2R 1 B gl .

R AEFERSUUSGER IPP TS 58 A AAR 54
Table 1 Chemical compositions of studied alloys and volume

fraction of secondary phases counted by IPP

Mass fraction/% Mean volume

Sample
Al Zn Cu Fe fraction/%
AZ31 298 098 - 0.09 0.15
AZ31-0.5Cu  3.02 098 048 0.12 1.10
AZ31-1.5Cu 323 1.04 148 0.19 2.26
AZ31-3.0Cu 299 0.88 298 0.08 2.69

S FH A4 B 7 285 (SEM, Nava Nano SEM 230,
# EDS)W % AZ31-xCu(x=0, 0.5%, 1.5%, 3%)&4&
MR, RIBFEME I &ZE MBS . XH
Image-pro Plus(IPP) 1+ 5 & & 58 AR FR 7 44
FH X FHEATHHMY(XRD. Rigaku D/max 2550 PC)%»
PrAHZE A, MM v 10°~90°, HHiE KN
0.02°, #HE. 76 RS M B HET, FHKE
W ALK LR BR AT BE S 35007, SR )5 F /K 4.
A TEVE 10 min, AT R KR T0, &5
F1 10 mL B &R ERAT 300 mL 2 B4 R 0 JE ) o A
i 2 TR AT FE ol o

3 I W AR A R E T A &
AR MR R, ARG S 3 TR, TR
AN ER R TR, HEEE 1A 1.0emX
1.0 cm (ORI, FHKBRACHT BRI E 10007,
SRIE P T /K B A5G 10 min, JRON THRFE 7670
oo IRWE R 2 BT, WEAFERARE R, R
TE] 3.5%MEAENA W T 12 h, EERFRE 25 C,
[EFR 1 h idsg— A . RIS RS, R
NERBRVEWH 15 min, ZEREM=1, FEXHRE St
FTRRR R, TS ERR . AR R SRR Rk,
S8 AR (P I T S QU T T R ks
P,=3.65Amlp (1)

e Am ZRES IR ERHURIEE, mg/(cm>d); p 2

PERRIEEBE, glem®, BLIRBERINEEG &HE p=1.74
glem’s

Bra# = Viy(mL-cm>d ™) Al @ Rk R i 22U sk
AL F) 3 it 6 Pyl

Py=2.279Vy 2)

TR IERNT, K355 7 BIFE IR IR 3.5%01
FAEI A, 2 ARHRI T 10 min A1 40 min 3R
AT R, I IPP 3 T A o o X 38 ) T AR 43 4

HAL MR AE 25 CF 3.5% ML Emh, £5
F #% W AL (OCP) 2 & J5 #F 47 19 3 5 ( + 200 mV (vs.
OCP), HIEF N 1 mV/s). HALZ: R S(CS350H HY)
KA T & =k R, DARANTH R B (SCE)E N
SR, HA BN AR LA AN 1 em® (1)
PR TAE . 38 SRR AN 52 3 HLAT A%
i S50, ALHE T ok F AT (qeore) 1S ik FEL VA 5 55
(Jeorr)s FHILEJE I 2Py, mm/a)iliid 3)iHH A2,
5 8k LI (o) 2 LE AR I,

Pi:22.85Jcorr (3)

R i 22 e FH T St of L AN [l B 7 A AR
AL IR R, Horr, Py Py 2 (] AR i 22
i, A@it s

e=|(Pi—Py)/Py| X 100% 4)

FLA 2SS T BH RS (BIS) M HL R AE OCP 81
/NZ1 10 mV), FFRJEEM 0.1 Hz £ 1X10° Hz %%
PR E4T . EIS ¥R Zview ¥AF 0T s AR
WA AS AP R DT T 3 W&, DAHIIRS:
R EILE .

2 ZER57HE

2.1 ALALR

1 s AR & Bl & SR mE s T
HHEC B B & 4 3 Bl B ARV B 5 S o AT
(A 28 —HBRL R, T AZ31 A& LTRE &
WRIEE —AH. AR IPP BRI Se vt 28 AR T 3447
HMVF), MHMNHZERIITE 1. AZ31 &4 MVF A
0.15%, AZ31-0.5Cu &4 1.10%, AZ31-1.5Cu &4
N 2.26%, AZ31-3Cu &4 MVF BN 2.69%, =T
AZ31 1 17.9 fi5, 2 A MVF {EFE & & & 2
s, AZ31-xCu &4 @1 SEM B OLE 1)FRIAZE
AR RSN, R R E B E R, 4870
(I8 —AHEE AZ31-xCu(x=0.5, 1.5, 3, JiEDH, %)



20 ThEA O RF)

20194 1 H

1 WIRE4EH SEM (158

Fig. 1 SEM images (backscatter electron) of studied alloys: (a), (e) AZ31; (b), (f) AZ31-0.5Cu; (c), (g) AZ31-1.5Cu; (d), (h)

AZ31-3Cu

&l OSSR B 2 1 5 kS (LA 6).
K25 TE 1 FE S AHRAL B EDS 455, JtER
I HTR WA [ 5 A A R R I A A A AL, R 32 )
MFHE M, Mg, JEH I A
B, FERECRAR. K2 frR ARG EE 4
1) X SHERATHHE, AZ31 B5 4 EEAH o-Mg Hik
e, TWifESE Cu &Rtz s, A 2%
AlCuMg (LKl 3), KB AlCuMg MIA7TE .

2.2 RIEMIR LUK G SR o A

Kl 3 fis o AZ31-xCu A 42 12 h 5T &th
LA EBRINALGS R . FEMERIE 12h )5, AZ31.
AZ31-0.5Cu. AZ31-1.5Cu. AZ31-3Cu FIHrE &S5
N 0.6+ 1.9, 17.8. 37.5mL, & & MIHTE = BE7 N4
RN INOLE 3(). 7FK RSP g
LIFEHOLE 3b), Hi AZ31 KT E R R R
2.6 mg/(cm®d ™), il AZ31-3Cu 14 79.7 mg/(cm*d "),
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F2 1M 5 KR EDS 45 R
Table 2 EDS results of corresponding positions in Fig. 1 and

Fig. 5

Mass fraction/%

Position

Mg Al Cu Zn
M, 96.0 2.8 - 1.2
Mys 95.9 2.9 - 1.2
Pys 41.2 24.8 324 1.6
M, s 95.7 32 - 1.1
Pys 40.5 18.8 38.9 1.8
M, 96.0 2.9 - 1.1
Py 35.5 20.1 42.0 2.4
P, 38.1 214 40.5 -
M, 95.6 3.1 - 1.3
M 96.3 2.9 - 0.8

v—AICuMg
b ! e
AZ31-3Cu .
vy .. 27 W | .
AZ31-1.5Cu U L n & ‘f
Az31oscuf ||
Aol ) JLL _J J
10 20 40 50 60 70 80
26/(°)

B2 AZ31-xCu(x=0, 0.5, 1.5, 3)&4 XRD it
Fig. 2 XRD patterns of AZ31-xCu (x=0, 0.5, 1.5, 3) alloys

AZ31 AZ31-0.5Cu

10 min |

40 min

B4 25 CTaERRIEA 3.5%FABAVE TS IR % 08 vh 1 P

& AZ31 19 31 5. 1 mol BEMIAMRE =42 1 mol A
Hor T, B, BEA SRR v] Lo SEE6 13 3|
MBS AR EAT 4, & 3(a) I 3(b)7E— & %A
RSN

12 10 min A1 40 min 5, A5 % W BB SR
WK 4 fos. BTG &R AR AT . &

AZ31-0.5Cu

H, volume/mL

0 2 4 6 8 10 12

Mass loss rate/(mg-ecm™'+d™")

AZ31 AZ31-0.5CuAZ31-1.5Cu AZ31-3Cu
Alloy

B 3 AZ31xCu(x=0, 0.5, 1.5, 3)&&RIIETMER
F112h

Fig. 3 Hydrogen evolution (a) and mass loss rate (b) of
AZ31-xCu (x=0, 0.5, 1.5, 3) alloys immersed in sodium
chloride solution for 12 h

AZ31-1.5Cu AZ31-3Cu

Fig. 4 Macroscopic surfaces of all alloys immersed in 3.5% sodium chloride solution at 25 ‘C
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WIRAE R s, 5 DL, m RS
JE. AZ31 A&1ERIE 10 min J5 RAERMIE M, B
FHHE BRI, XFI SRR, Y
A0 SR 3%, FEAR I 0.3%(AZ31)14
o # 0.4%(AZ31-0.5Cu) , 3.8%(AZ31-1.5Cu) ,
13.4%(AZ31-3Cu); 4 & & %R IEE 40 min J5,
AZ31. AZ31-0.5Cu. AZ31-1.5Cu. AZ31-3Cu JEr%
AR BN 7.1% 23.7%- 53.8%- 94.3%, Ht—HE
BF AR 38 0N T AZ31-xCu &4 R k.

R S M R AR T B AE G SR U S AR
ER, XF AZ31-3Cu & &8 T A0 5 il — B[] Ji5
ZBRE MRS S T . B S BT A
AZ31-3Cu A& LB M5 1 SEM 4. JEkrIA]

BIRAL FEEALT 5 AR RS R A, B IR
A RAH SR AR, BEE R AR, 28 A
I, RS AR FE AR e, RS
T a-Mg FEEE A S EREA . B SR
N 5(a)H LLREAL 33— 20 T Tt 2 B g ol = M ) SR B 2L
41, XfRLpifK EDS JeHR A R TR 2. HmmE
BETEREXEMAESR GRS ERSD, HoRSE
58 A 22 AN K, SRR I AR & SR A HE S5
AlCuMg .

i e AR BUCER KRS8 A AER, 24

5 AENRIENE T AZ31-3Cu B4R ERE M=) 5
) SEM 14

Fig. 5 SEM images of corroded AZ31-3Cu alloy after
removing corrosion products for different immersion time: (a)

5 min; (b) 10 min

S A SRR P, R BEEEAE, R
HEMTEUR N, AR Mg(OH), A Hy, & M iz (5)
PR, G, BRSO B B AR, 5 AR
VR B A T ek B AR, /K T TRA HEL AR VA

Mg+2H,0—Mg(OH),+H, (5)

3(5) AT I M S L (6) BN S 82 (7 ) A e
FEN8)FE I b SN KL AT, SRR T

Mg—Mg*+2e (6)
2H,0+2e—H,+20H" (7
Mg**+20H —Mg(OH), ®)

AZ31-3Cu A4 AlCuMg 55 HHI P 2R R 2
o KO 1), F6 R BT SR B A A S A R
%, KW AlCuMg 2 —ME R AR IR, et
THZMBE MR BALE, £k AZ31-3Cu GEITA
AR T YCEERTER, INIEATIE o-Mg FEAET
J§

W R, A SR IR, R S5E
AR AE T ATk, e, REAERMNBELE
—JRAER I B AR, H T2 ) B 1R

6 25 CF AZ31-3Cu B4R AE 3.5%F AL B A W 1
R JE v =4 i B A 2 2R

Fig. 6 Microstructures of corrosion products formed on

AZ31-3Cu alloy surface after immersion in 3.5% sodium
chloride solution at 25°C: (a) Low magnification; (b) High

magnification
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2, WP AR BN RL T, WK CUEERT LA
TEE AR RIA FAR R T, U R R R A
TERZ LR Mg(OH) (WL 6(b)). T4k, HitFER,
T NP2 A1 Hy AR 25 B T 21 T 4
ENPEIAE R, XSG — DA T B A 3R T ok S
K347 . B 6 FTan A AZ31-3Cu & & JE =2t B
ML LR N B R A, IR T IX
SE RS A A 2, AR N B TR M R IR,
T REUIAEAE, FALBNE R &8 T 0T DUAR 5
TEFE IR R, 3 AR B I

2.3 EALENR

B AR AR S R 7 Fos. —fekid,
LRI AT DL R S R AL SRR T, )RR
B, 38 H AR AN A A BB e o RN, T B
F RN, R 2R A B R A ki R .
AZ31-3Cu HEWMEAER 7 v Er i E, R
HE R R, 1M AZ31 SEMAEL NA, B
AN o BRI R A T AT S S ) S A ERLA
HIAL, FTLAEE G G I IR S B o HT A RS, Bk
CABES GBI AREY . RIS SRS 2 = L
JE3 et FELAST (@ cone) RV JES T FEL YL 260 FBE (S o) » HELBE PR 85 SR A5
THE 7. IREIR, B8 peon [HIEA FYERFIE-1.57 V(AH

Sample OV oo/ (WA cm™?) P/(mm-a’!)

“lA4r —azmr i 9 0,66
Z AZ31-05Cu -1.58 95 22
o AZ31-1.5Cu  -1.57 309 7.1
O _1.5F _AZ31-3Cu -157 698 159
% .
w1
N
=
€ -lér
b5 AZ31 AZ31-3Cu
3]
=¥ 15 AZ31-0.5Cu

’ AZ31-1.5Cu

N TR T TS N T
Current density/(A*cm™)

B 7 AZ31-xCu(x=0, 0.5, 1.5, 3)&&Mibhizk

Fig. 7 Potentiodynamic polarization curves of AZ31-xCu

(x=0, 0.5, 1.5, 3) alloys

X ARdESTE AL, HR—/MRE AL, AR
D75 AE el R S AN B A s B 3 [ ff o
DR EAS REAE A 40 JE DR FE R H AR e (R
PR EWES, AZ31 B4 Jeon [HEAEN 29 pAlcm?,
BN 3% Cu J&, Joor HKIEHEINE] 698 pA/cm®, /2
AZ31-0.5Cu &4 24 5 LA Lo Rk 225 5l L i
ERIEARDC, XA B R A A 0.66 mm/a 1K
£ 159 mm/a, XE AZ31 BEE S E R Cu &
gAY

RIVIH T &HSE SR FIRIELE 3.5% a7
W, AAETNENR Z ERBIMHESSE, K, 3)
FELASE W A T 2892 AT G0 2 A (R AR G i 22 et 6075 7E
P o BT 8 TR o R A5 2 e 0 3 90 5 bt 28 e A
T, R VAR I T s S A, AP A — 7 1
#, e JUEITE 73.8%~91.2%. AT B L ik R
M5, B8 AT e ARAARAN 73 -5 o 2 fh 2%
24 MVF H 0.15%(AZ31). 1.10%(AZ31-0.5Cu)# K 3|
2.26% (AZ31-1.5Cu)~ 2.69%(AZ31-3Cu)i}, Py 75l
3. 8.4 mm/a PREEIEINF] 81.1. 170.9 mm/a, P, H 5.5,
12.1 mm/a 3 0%) 76.6, 167.2 mm/a, i P, R 0.66.
2.2 mm/a BHNF] 7.1, 15.9 mm/a. Fh AL AL 7
R E R R AR BORHIW 2, X ARER T 1) %
T £ B = 2 s 26 Tafel [X; 2) B4 AR Mt
T P SR BB s AN Joor FEAL R Py BT SR (22
S1JEh); 3) R FRAAE Z BT RS. SONG 2
B IR P OR I 22 2 AT BRAR Y o AN [F) 7 VR AR
JE s R AR AR — B, BB R S s I,
i T 2R AN TG K

Bl 9 B AR Cu & AR 3.5%F AL
W R BEALEBSTE . WINARFE Cu &l EaE 28
BL) Nyquist B2 (LI 9(a)) R AN st IR 72, 43 )
A PR AR B BTN 0Cu & 41
BT B 4B LS. AZ31-3Cu A4 A B 29K
HAEARE &SR, MR- ERE, &
W 4 J b i 2 5 b e A0 P S I LA B ARORE O
Nyquist P A A s 500 f 25 90 B A2 3% DL 7 0389 Jn

FR3 F T AR 3.5%AMANE T AR 7120045 15 sk 2

Table 3 Measurements related to corrosion rate in 3.5% sodium chloride solution at room temperature

VH/ P H/ Am/ P W/ Jcorr/ P i/
Sample o 5 o 4 4 4 el/% MVFE/%
(mL-cm “d ™) (mmra ) (mgrem ~d ) (mmra ) (pA-cm ) (mmra )

AZ31 1.2 2.7 2.6 5.5 29 0.66 78 0.15
AZ31-0.5Cu 3.8 8.7 5.8 12.1 95 2.2 73.8 1.10
AZ31-1.5Cu 35.6 81.1 36.5 76.6 309 7.1 91.2 2.26
AZ31-3.0Cu 75 170.9 79.7 167.2 698 15.9 90.7 2.69
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Fig. 8 Curves graphs of corrosion rate against mean volume

fraction (MVF) of secondary phase

-1500

@ 0 AZ31-1.5Cu
ey
-1000} g B :
N
(<l-\ 5 1 1 1
£ 0 25 50 75 100
5 -soof Z'/(Qem?)
om igw
[:]
AZ31-3Cu
500 . . .
0 500 1000 1500 2000
Z'l(Q-cm?)
10¢ -100
-50
NE _
5 »
S S
N
0
107 beq o—AZ731-0.5Cu 150
v—AZ31-1.5Cu
—AZ31-3.0C
10201 o N e+l 100
107 10° 100 102 100 10°  10°
Frequency/Hz

9 MR 1) JE 2 17 BEURT BH S LA R AR A7 S — S
P I (SR ARG i 22)

Fig. 9 Nyquist plots of tested alloys (a) and bode plots of
impedance vs. frequency and bode plots of phase angle vs.

frequency for alloys (b) (Solid lines represent fitting results)

AZ31-3Cu. AZ31-1.5Cu. AZ31-0.5Cu. AZ31, %I
T b T U ek )s o B  1 BE BT A0 R R AR A7 1 — AR
Bode EI(JLE 9(b)). BHHT—IZHEEFRH AZ31-xCu &4

MIPHERE Cu (IR TR, Fo s 22 UL AS iy 38
s AL AR 5028 B A — A o v A W AR — MR AT
WAy, X5 Nyquist BT ANI] E] 5 £ (— AN HL A IR
— AR B A, FEERI Cu, Hih&ArE
NFE, SRR A —

Nyquist Bl i) o my S 28 B 92 b B ri AR 3 1T 78
i A= AR ), AU B2 S s e F2 v
FHA ZDIRIE, APUCER, A& 4 M5 b at
HLT . A4 bl Cu & 21N, A A BTl B AL/,
Tt BH B A 1003 AR Tk 3 s 2 B PG o ER AT H SRR
FORNBEFERE SZ 20, B IR SO
R A R, WA A R Cr R, 48k
HERN 35% I FAENE IS, 7E AZ31-xCu &8
TR T R k=12, (LI R 3 T 14 J65 b = P i s (O,
7), SACERE I R T AT DU IS RS A
B2, Rt —S kA, FEBEIEAFEA
VAR o AR X B I Warburg FHIT, 2 BI7EZIIR %%
PR A E BBl S B 32 WL T F B ) 24 . Bode
EFE R 2 28, — FECe et PH HURSAEL (1 DK/ S5 B g
(14058 557, BB R A7 A PR 00 B P DA ot P T P
B 555, Kk, Bode BEI#E—DR T
AZ31-xCu(x=0, 0.5, 1.5, 3)&&MEmERE,

3 #Hig

1) SR INTE AZ31-xCu && R T 245/ H
BIHLAM AT 1) AlCuMg 28 —AH, &IP3 43 Kbt 4
BN G .

2) TEIRIARIGII L, BF T8 A 4 i T 1T DA s ke
N, BEEE R, H, KEFR. 12 12h )5,
AZ31 &4 EEN 0.6 mL, AZ31-3Cu A &TaER
10N 37.5 mL. AZ31 A& Hiig R P I{E N 2.7 mm/a,
AZ31-0.5Cu N 8.7 mm/a, AZ31-1.5Cu /N 81.8 mm/a,
AZ31-3Cu &4 1N 170.9 mm/a, & AZ31 &4 63
%, RIERININE &SR EmiEZ. [, B
A2 SEBGABAIE L 73X — f

3) Fok FELAE S b I AZ3 1-xCu A 4 P 1 L
JRH . BTN, 2K AlCuMg AR, HAE
DR LA 3 o [ 0% 5 45 A% BE AR S A P A3 5 bk
i 7 & &R,
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Corrosion behavior of Cu-containing AZ31 magnesium alloy

ZHOU Miao" >3, LIU Chu-ming" 2, GAO Yong-hao', XU Shi-yuan', JIANG Shu-nong'

(1. School of Materials Science and Engineering, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China;
2. Light Alloy Research Institute, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China;
3. Key Laboratory of Nonferrous Materials Science and Engineering, Ministry of Education,

Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The as-cast microstructure, phase composition and surface corrosion morphologies of AZ31-xCu(x=0, 0.5, 1.5,
3, mass fraction, %) alloys were observed by scanning electron microscope (SEM) equipped with energy dispersive
spectroscope (EDS) and X-ray diffraction (XRD). The corrosion behavior of the alloys in 3.5% NaCl solution was
investigated by immersion test and electrochemical test. The results indicate that the content of AICuMg phase, main
secondary phase in the Cu-containing alloys, is positively dependent on copper concentration. Acceleration of corrosion
rate is found in Cu-containing alloys due to micro-galvanic corrosion. AICuMg phase acts as micro-galvanic cathode
against anodic magnesium matrixes. The corrosion rate of the alloy with Cu content of 3% is the fastest. The AZ31-3Cu
alloy exhibits the maximum hydrogen evolution rate of 275 mL/(cm®d ") and corrosion current density of 698 pA/cn’.

Key words: AZ31-xCu alloy; AlICuMg phase; corrosion rate; micro-galvanic cathode; anodic magnesium matrixe
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