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Characteristics and mechanism of
uranium(VI) absorbed by anaerobic granular sludge
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(Hunan Provincial Key Laboratory of Pollution Control and Resources Reuse Technology,

University of South China, Hengyang 421001, China)

Abstract: The anaerobic granular sludge from a paper mill was used to prepare powdered anaerobic granular sludge
(PAGS) as a novel biological adsorbent. Experimental parameters such as pH value, adsorbent PAGS dosage, initial
U(VI) concentration and adsorption time were examined to investigate their effects on the adsorption of U(VI) by PAGS.
The adsorption mechanism was studied by model simulation, scanning electron microscopy, energy-dispersive
spectrometry, infrared spectroscopy and ion exchange experiments. The results show that the maximum adsorption occurs
at pH value of 6, adsorbent PAGS dosage of 2.0 g/L and adsorption time of 60 min for an initial U(VI) concentration of
10 mg/L and 30 C. The equilibrium data fit well with the pseudo-second-order model (R*~1) and Freundlich model
(R*>0.99). SEM images, EDS analysis results and ion exchange experiments verify that ion exchange is the main
adsorption mechanism with Ca®" as the main exchange ion. FTIR spectra show that complexation is also one of the
adsorption mechanisms with —OH, C=0, Si—OH and —NH, as the major functional groups involved. The used
PAGS can be desorbed by 0.1 mol/L HCI (the first desorption rate is up to 99%) and can be reusable. PAGS is nontoxic
and eco-friendly, which has a good prospect in the treatment of uranium-containing wastewater.
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K% BB (R FH 5 R s St R IGRR R TR, 7R
TAREIRET N o e A 2N 6 A T AR 7 e
PEVGY, REBE SRR, TR ST R A P
IUAT 25 B K R Kb B % 3 AT B A i, B
i DTV R BESDT, o, IR DL
RO R BRI JEPRPE L BT h mDSOR) FH i b
] R

W B AR PR o S W PR ) . PRAEUORLY 5 8 A2 %
T PRAEH A D) B SRR AR, RIS A KSR
R, ISR, REMS I N VOELAE ST
WA WEAVTERW M ESE, AUEAT A B
FIAR AL, T H AT 200 Feow MR R A7
BB, N o BRI E R R 5 TFSEER I,
PRy S e A B EAE @ Cu™, Zn®', PbER)
HIRGF I e TAPIA 2EDORREST £, 7
e DR 480 UK V5 98 Bk I8 DR Bl 1 K R i Al .
NANCHARAIAH 250 A A S S0k 5 e b B35 4
K, ZEAIKRE A 6~100 mg/L i, HR PR BT 100%,
Ho KW RE 3 A (21842) mg/g, IR LTS Y 78 W I
BTG R PREBO F  JE 2 Fo PR T SRR A S
% UVDEET, MELOE N BOR S, 75 as 80
B, AR AR — AN S UV EEE R
P, AR DS R K g x5, LUK S Bk
15N JEUEHE % PAGS AW Bt #85 PAGS Xt
U(VD W B, SR SEM-EDS Ml FTIR Y6145
B SE AL

1.1 FERFISNE

FEARF: R, S OERE. 12-H N4
2. SO (Br-PADAP) 54 A T /0 M4k, Bil& 4l
JE KR UsOg(43 T 2 Kk GBWO4201 P il 71 o

TEAES: T DB (QUANTA-200, 5
[ FEI A #]); B AR 21 45U (NICOLET6700,
J[H Themo Fisher 23 7)) ; KR T IR or e B (5
A AA-6300, HA); AW EHEETH(Te, dbat
YT A ).

1.2 IRFIFI PAGS Byl &

IV VeI B P AEEAC) , IREERTS Je & 0T
VEA 2 B W, 2B KBRS S B D 4 B5(5000
r/min, 8 min), J° 60°C 1A R MEE, R HAFES R
WAk A, 40%(0.15 mm), ZEEHF4ESH .

1.3 PAGS HIER7S IR M 36

7 250 mL [PHETE IR IS S B2 1) UV
100 mL, f] 0.01 mol/L NaOH F1 HCI i 5% pH 1.,
ARG NI B PAGS, THIELE (150 t/min)AH R I 7] f5
B 10 mL _FJZ %00 250043 #5(4000 t/min, 10 min), f
AN WA e T BRI, K EE 3
O WP BME VAR UVDIREE . 23ol42 (1) A1(2)
T UV B % F0 PAGS 1AW B 25 i«

77=(1—%)><100% (D)
g= (Co _rnce)V (2)

A B UNVDI R, %; g WA E, me/g:
Co AWt UVD R BT E, mg/L; Co AWK
B R UVD IR, mg/Ls VWi AARRL,
L: m } PAGS f)Ji&, g.

1.4 PAGS HIfEIRIXIE
BRI UVDJG Y PAGS(0.2 )/ 100 mL 0.1
mol/L HCl %, FREFIRAE N 30 'C, G MWL 120
min, HU 10 mL b 28T B0 H B0 4) B5(4000
t/min, 10 min), P& _LEHER UVDIKE . BHER S
(AT B 7710 FH 2 25 17K BB 3 IR, AR5 60 C )5 42 i i
e, PRI B AENGREE, EFRIA 3 ¥, U(VD)
S0 7)) S e =
n=21x100% (3)
q,
Kf: n A UNVDIERE, %; g A UVDFIfER
mg/g; g2 0 U(VDIFW I i, mg/g.

1.5 BFXiiRE

I AR PSS R 20 mL 250 5, SRR
TG EEVENE Na'y K. Ca® Fl Mg IR
e A, BE S EFECAE UVDE 1) LAHER PAGS
R TR S8 5 R,

2 HREWE

2.1 pH {E¥ PAGS WM UVI)RIS M

EHRE S 30 'C. PAGS HE 4 2.0 /L. U(VD¥]
UAHREE N 10 mg/L FIWLPR ISR 1 h 4 EE T, 5%
WWATAE pH 1H(2.0~7.0)%F PAGS W[ U(VD) 5%,
gERE 1 R,
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Fig. 1 Effect of pH value on U(VI) adsorption by PAGS

P 1w U, PAGS St U(VI) IR B R 52 3
pH {HFZ MK . 4 pH AR 2.0 I, UV 2 7 AL
h 52.42%; RfAE pH {EITh iy, WP 3tk .
IV pH IR, KEAFACH H,O R H' 5 U0,
FEAESEF N, [N KA H 2 Al PAGS & 111
WL BT 1k, B0 PAGS X U0 B FLF /7,
DRI T W B 26 4AIG s B pH BRI T 51, PAGS 3 [H1% W
kg KA MU A8 (W—OH, —COOH, —NH,
LA, XL AR S R, R R,
WINE RS U0 2 MIEE & Re AR BN L, T
Bk, 75 pH {EN 6 I, U(VDRIE 5 Bl
93.72%); 4 pH 1t 4 6.0~7.0 I, PAGS X} U(VI)FI
By BT N FE, X% TP 0 U0 R A KR,
TE R A KIE =1, ARIT PAGS X UV b
EH . B, TEARIREE AT PAGS W UVD 5
fEpH{E N 6.

M 1 ERTLUE H, WA TR, % pH
EHIWA BT E, X—IRS Po AEy5 e ik pH2Ik
Lo WHEZ PAGS 2K 13 P F BE A (>NH F1—NH,)
SR YI(CO, COx FI CO) W B T 9459 1358
Sy HOEE, Hlilin R4,

C,O+2H"==C,0H3" 4)
CO, + XH" ==C(OH)}* (5)
C,0, +2H"==C,0* +H,0 (6)
>NH + H"==>NH} (N
—NH,+H'==NHj (8)

2.2 PAGS AEMFNT
W PAGS = H A PAGS 5 UVDIT)

SEABCH , T REm UV W B . ZEXRE 4 30 C.
WIUE UVD TR E A 10 mg/L ¥ pH 14 6 AT
BETE] R 1 h 41 F, PAGS FE:(0.3~3.0) g/L %f i
BRI R ] 2 s

M 2 i LA H, PAGS &4 0.3 g/L I, U(VI)
W B 25 g K, 1 30.138 mig/g, BEINIR B % 4 90.41%.
b PAGS HIHII3E 0, UV R Z8 T, W)
Bt A BB . X2 TR PAGS FHE IR,
AN FTEVEA, S H 39 22, UV 5 S in AL si4s &
AR, A UV WP 26386 K. RN, B 57
SRR 0 SOW PR A 1R AH LA FE 5 A1 SRR G, A
T 3 B0 T R B IR B UV A 0 T AR Bty
P7EECE D, UL, MR 2R b2 R, 2 PAGS
PRI 2.0 g/L I, UVDWE BRI F] 93.72%, 1M
WS B 25 A 4.686 mg/gs 4 PAGS HIH I8 % 3.0 g/L,
PAGS X U(VD)FIW B 2ANE I T 0.52%. BRIk, 755K
PR B K AR B, A A, Y PAGS if®
&N 2.0gL.
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Fig. 2 Effect of PAGS dosage on U(VI) adsorption

23 RMish A

TR 30 °CL WK pH (R 6 A1 U(VDHILA 5
BIREE WA 5. 10 F1 20 mg/L (4R, 58 fiff
IS PAGS MR UV BCR 5%, g5 5 aniEl 3
7No HHIE 3 WAL, PAGS X U(VD I8 )7 T Pk
B (0~5  min)—1 75 WY B} (5~60  min)—W B 7~ 5 (60~120
min) 3 MY EL, 5 SCHR[16] 00 45 FAHZEAL . 7 5 min B,
PAGS X AN[A] UV (R WS e 70 i) s~ 4 WO o
ff) 84.78%(5 mg/L). 94.60%(10 mg/L)F1 94.77%(20
mg/L), FRIKEERI AT, it 60 min Zidq
ATE B 1A o DRI, ARG v g A W B IS 1) e Ay

60 min.
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Fig. 3 Effect of time on U(VI) adsorption

HiE—2 5T PAGS W UVDRIZ) 1 2# ¢ 1E,
K H s IR 3 Pl 2 (e — G s ) 4 A5 e
G )) )3 2 AR RURORE N 9 BSORE 28 ) o WS ot o R gk A T 40
G WEERIE 1. £ 1Pk UE— G R
WHG min's ky UE R E RS ¢/(mgrmin);
kgie ABRLANY BORHEL mg/(gmin'?); € ki,
mg/L. MWK 1 iJLLEH, #E 28 2y e fie B bt
iR PAGS X U(VD) W 2l 2% 1 78, 3 AN AR
KRB RN 1.0, A TP B gecn 5556 T
LR g e IR, KW PAGS WP UVD IR
oA ZE TR B, UV 3 200 kb 2 8 4 1 FH 45 A 1
PAGS K", o, 0k A4 OB A I A
S A BPEURL A YO 2 PAGS IR UV
R D, W PR AR B 22 PR B AL [ s e
AT, PAGS % UV IR B A — A PR (1) 1
P, TEACFRORCHEE IR FE & il K I AT A3
24 RMiHRHE
FEIREE A 30 °C. W pH AE R 6+ MBI TR 1

% 1 PAGS WMt UNVDIMB) 1% 24
Table 1 Kinetic parameters of uranium (VI) adsorption on PAGS

h Al PAGS FIHE4 2.0 g/L 4R, UV WILR IR BEXT
W B 225 R B s i P 4 BT o AP 4 i DL HE, 24 U(VTD
WA R AR T 5 me/L NP5 48 96% LA L, it
W] PAGS SR P 5 Bl R K AT B I0 & 4R . Bl
# U(VD)IRE(2~30 mg/L) 48k, PAGS Xf UV
BRI, (IR R, XN UVDWILR IR &
By, WAL (AC=Co—C R, 7L T 8RR
By, Ak UV ) W B 750 THRUORE A8 5, A
T AR B 5 A T IR o 23 BRI DR Dy S B 2 (1)
W B R B A AT BR AT R, 7 S B il
JKALE T, PAGS B A AL BRI B Bt /K

W 453 2 5 FH A 3R I B 751100 < JeB 25 1 1K) WA
HLEREO R 06 24 ' Langmuir F1 Freundlich 253514
PR EATIS, IEsRWE 20 K2, kb
Langmuir % %{, L/mg; ks A Freundlich %%{, mg/g.

M 2 ARG RETLAE Y, Freundlich J5#%
FUAAFLELF, FW] PAGS X UVD W A 22 W it 5
AN REEH B n h 1,535, — Ak n R 1~10 I
S PR B AN A (Gma) ) 19.084 mg/g:
M UNVD WMWK E N 10 mg/L N, 2B W1

1 . o
K., ) 0.1278, [AIFE R B PAGS X U(VD)

(I8 B Ay VR 221

Ru(Ry =

2.5 PAGS BYI M fRIRiX 3625 R

AR R A L PR PRI, A BRI R o 7] S o I FH Ay
) — A EZRRME. LL 0.1 mol/L 1) HCI Ry fi# i 77}
PAGS BEATARWRE:, 25 Rl 5 s, JAREHLEI
FERMEN H'S UVDE 72 1 B 1A ok e i
U(VD). M5 ATEAE th, HIRAERE =IE 99%, filI
1 U W PR B i B e, 3X— B % 5 SR [23] M 4 i
—3, KL HCL G E PAGS K ITE R T Hr it 4h
G TEIARIH 3 G IRCRATIRIE 93% L |, &
Bl PAGS HEEAH AR LS, v AL UVD) (=l

Pseudo-first order

Pseudo-second-order Intra-particle diffusion

Co/ %exp/ 2 12
- . In(ge—q,)=In gkt 11q=1/(kaqe ) /g gkat +C
(mg'L7) (mgg)
kl Ge.cal R2 k2 Ge.cal R2 C kdif R2
5 2.413 0.0616 0.225 0.8221 1.055 2.417 1.0 2.1544 0.0287 0.4858
10 4.686 0.0612 0.353 0.9816 0.703 4.693 1.0 4.4289 0.0270 0.7923
20 9.172 0.0361 0.368 0.6216 0.386 9.183 1.0 8.6816 0.0517 0.7759
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Fig. 4 Effect of initial concentration on U(VI) adsorption
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Table 2 Models and fitted parameters of isotherm adsorption

for U(VI)

Langmuir model: Freundlich model:
Celq=1/(kLgm)+Colqm

qmax/ (mggil) kL RZ kF n R2

In g=In kgtln Co/n

19.084 0.6823 0.8251  6.838 1.535 0.9949
Il Adsorption
100 [Desorption
90
S
S 80f
70F
60

1 2 3
Number of cycle

5 U(VD){E PAGS bW bt 5 Akt
Fig. 5 Adsorption and desorption of U(VI) from PAGS

FH, BHEEENEHFNE,
3  PAGS [t UNVDHIHNIE S

3.1 BRI EDS RIS RS

T ¥78 PAGS Wt UCVDIMLEE, I T 5
BRI RTIE U(VDZE PAGS LA ALBEIT A 42,
WK 6 B, MW 6 ()nT LU, W 5I(PAGS)

6 PAGS Wt U(VD)RG 5 ) SEM 14
Fig. 6 SEM images of PAGS before (a) and after (b)
absorption of U(VI)

W AT TEARASR, R ALY A, AAE R EALBR,
AHRA B AT IR 1) L 3R T ARURI 5 22 P A7 2 e 1
Sk, TR DAy R B 7 H (1 4 S 5 B AR T S Sl S R
ey A S Rt LTI i oy Al [ N7 O B v 5
6(a)FlI(b) I, PAGS WLt UV, LRI 45
FRAE T AR, RMARFT P, FLBE E0D, PAGS
RIMRSARIRY), WHEZ M T PAGS AP RE
AR AR S9E HuE A By, o T R
%%5[24]0

K H EDS figi 7041 PAGS WL UV R 5 % it
R, g wmE 7 . WK T (@R BUEH, )
IR PAGS 1 O. Si. Al. P. K. Na. Ca. Mg
Al Fe 02K, & UVDAEAE; WS UVD R
BEOHEIE 14.80%, 1 K'Yy Ca?'Fl Mg* %% & @5 1
{10 Jo 73 BRI B R R R S N, R W) PAGS WL
UVDAEAE B FASHAE P, BhAh, Na™5 & i n
T U(VD)E B ) Na W R R, PAGS W T %R
¥ Na*s

32 BFRImINESH
F ¢ 12 272700 3805 0 A0 W B = 4 ) 8 1 1)
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IR Ca®*y M@l K o Na®, JHE I 45t
e FE A 3 B BB, UV B PR 4 5
TR LS R 8 iR, W 8 LI,

K'\ Na'\ Ca™ il Mg® OB BIAT UCVIIIE 7}

(2) Element w/%  x/%
O 40.22 62.10
Na 2,57 2.68
Mg 047 0.46
Al 1.50  1.33
Si 7.60  7.06
K 0.55 034
Ca 34.83 20.78
Fe 1226  5.25
Si Ca
O Al
Mg
a K Fe

ElkeV

(b)

Element w/% x/%

O 33.38 57.50
Na 512 6.76
Al 156 1.64
Si 7.06  7.11
U 1480 1.76
K 022 0.16
Ca Ca 29.51 20.84
» 835 4.3
,.\’,}._'G,Sx
Sl
0 2 14
Efch

7 PAGS Wt U(VDRT i) EDS ftik
Fig. 7 EDS spectra of PAGS before(a) and after(b) adsorption
of U(VD)

o

£ 6f

E

= +—Ca-

§ 4" ._Mg2l

g 4—Na"

5] —K*

=

2 2r

=

=

30 :

-]

'2 L L L 1 L L
2 0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Co(U(VI)/(mg-L™)

B8  UVDWIAGAR BN i 4 i B A I 52
Fig. 8 Influence of initial concentration of U(VI) on release

of light metals

M3, R kS UVDAEE )5, PAGS T U(VD
R B A E kR (KR Mg R
R ARG, Ca™ IIRIBUE R, Mg IR i fet
/o 3XaE PAGS 1 Ca B, Mg & BT M.

3.3 PAGS IFt UVDBILL M AIE D H7

XT PAGS #4T FTIR 23 #7 (1) H 2 A5 B
FAEEST BT PAGS 5 UV (FAH BAE HIE #2 . PAGS Wt
Bt UCVDRT R e s ik 9 frs. B PAGS By
A, FESEIEA DG (400~4000 cm ™) 345 W
SR HESCHR[21, 28-29]M4E R, 3398 em ! Y
T PR SR R L My R JErh—OH (M 4adie sl , 2925
em ' Abh C—H MIARX BRI GEHR 206 1652 om ' &bl
B T AR IR h C=0 h4idezié; 1541 cm™ b1
WS g Ay Ak T 1% N—H 25 i iR 2) A1 C—N 4R )
;1454 cm™' Ab—CH, ()75 iR zhiI%; 1037 cm*‘

AL TR BRI D Z B Y C—0—C M%idRzh, Wl

THEERIR IR K] C—OH 45 R 514, 873 cm IALTﬁE%
Si—OH h4iahlg; WHH/NT 800 em™ (KX AT
X . UL ATHERT, PAGS il RS A AL, BRI,
AN I S R

ECASC IR B AT JS ) FTIR 5 nl %01, PAGS Wt U(VI)
Ji s B VEAFAE R B HLBm B K AR AR 4k, B UV
WM AE PAGS Lo Hirpr, 3398 em ! Ab IR ) 3] 3413
em Ak, T ARAR, HIESRELSS , 7] fEE—OH 5 U(VI)
T A R A A4 . 2362 em ! ARG O, Ui
PAGS 1 1) = #ok BRI ey UV R A% A
i AR AR, 873 em ™ AbPIEIT Y K, R Si—
OH %25 T UNVDRIWFY. I FTIR WAL L
K&, {F PAGS Wiy UNVDIKd R, 454 —OH.
C=0. C—N. —NH, Al Si—OH %5 T W FH 7 1

4000 3000 2000 1000
Wavenumber/cm™!

B9 PAGS Wt UVD)RTJS £04 s
Fig. 9 FTIR spectra for PAGS before (a) and after (b)
adsorption of U(VI)
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1) PAGS 5 U(VD) HATBAF B HCR . 24 U(VD)
WIEWREA 10 mg/L. WA 30 CH, PAGS Mfff
U(VI) Mt pH N 6, HAEH 54 2.0 g/L; PAGS
W Bt UCVIAEAE B BB AR AE, I PR 12 1
W Bt 5 min (WS B TR B 1) 94.6%, 60 min
FEAS I B B4 . 0.1 mol/L 1) HCI W i vl 47 2%k
it PAGS _EWEF ¥ UV, FEIAFIH 3 G fECRAT
AIak 93%LA b, MR BRI S AR A E

2) PAGS Wt UV FEAT A1 =) )24t
B(R*=1), J& T . Freundlich 2 J2 W AR 74 %)
T PAGS WHft UV RS H 4 2 (R >0.99)
Ak

3) B A HAE R PAGS W UVD)IHLFE 2
—, ZHTHMEEE TR Ca®. PAGS Wt UVI)
Ja AR AR 4, FLERIH ok/b; EDS 1 FTIR %
SIRTRE, &G e R, —, 5%
SV E L AT —O0H. C=0. C—N. —NH, #I
Si—OH.
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